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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1928. 


Health  Department, 

Shire  Hall, 

Gloucester, 

31st  August,  1929. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  my  27th  Annual  Report,  which 
gives  a short  review  of  the  work  of  1928. 

It  includes  a section  on  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  which  increasing 
interest  is  taken  in  this  County.  Evidences  of  this  are  seen  in  the  proposed 
Federation  of  Welfare  Centres  with  a view  to  their  more  general  establishment 
and  in  the  appointment  of  Dr.  E.  Catherine  Morris  Jones  as  Assistant  Medica 
Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  under  whose  direction  the  oppor- 
tunities for  useful  work  will  be  widely  developed. 

On  the  whole  the  records  with  respect  to  infectious  disease  are  not  un- 
favourable. Small-pox  was  introduced  into  the  south  of  the  County  in  the 
spring,  but  the  outbreak  fortunately  was  limited  to  seven  cases.  Scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria  were  less  prevalent  than  usual : an  outbreak  of  para- 
typhoid fever  in  the  Tetbury  Rural  District  led  to  knowledge  of  the  potentially 
dangerous  character  of  the  water  supply  of  two  parishes  which  is  having 
attention. 

The  resources  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  the  south 
of  the  County  were  vastly  improved  mainly  owing  to  Dr.  Rhind,  the  Medica 
Officer  of  Health  for  Chipping  Sodbury  and  Thornbury  Rural  Districts,  who 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  securing  a formal  combination  of  five  districts  for 
small-pox  isolation,  and  an  agreement  whereby  cases  of  other  infectious 
diseases  from  the  same  districts  will  be  treated  in  the  Warmley  Isolation 


Hospital.  It  is  satisfactory  also  that  there  is  a prospect  of  permanent  arrange- 
ments for  the  districts  to  the  west  of  the  Severn. 

There  are  grounds  for  hoping  that  supplies  of  water  will  be  provided 
in  the  near  future  for  two  parts  of  the  County,  the  conditions  of  which  are 
far  from  satisfactory,  namely  Coleford  Urban  and  West  Dean  Rural  Districts, 
and  Cleeve  Hill  in  the  Winchcombe  Rural  District. 

The  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  which  was  passed  on  27th  March,  1929, 
increases  largely  the  direct  responsibilities  of  the  County  Council  in  measures 
for  healthy  living,  and  in  it  there  are  great  possibilities  for  improvement  in 
the  circumstances  of  the  County. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MIDDLETON  MARTIN, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ALTERATIONS  IN  SANITARY  AREAS. 

The  areas  of  the  local  sanitary  authorities  have  remained  un- 
altered for  many  years  with  one  exception  and  there  were  no  changes 
during  1928.  Under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  which  was 
passed  on  27th  March,  1929,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  County 
Council  to  review  the  circumstances  of  the  County  from  various 
points  of  view,  including  the  appointment  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  giving  their  whole  time  to  public  work  and  the  provision 
of  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases,  and  it  may  be  desirable 
to  make  considerable  changes. 


HEALTH  STAFF. 

During  the  year  the  County  lost  the  service  of  two  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  who  had  held  office  for  very  long  periods. 
Dr.  G.  Findlay,  who  was  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Campden 
Rural  District  for  some  34  years,  died  suddenly  whilst  attending 
a patient  on  16th  September,  1928.  Dr.  D.  Gordon  Evans 
resigned  the  similar  position  in  the  Pebworth  Rural  District  on 
4th  December,  1928,  after  holding  office  for  22  years.  In  both 
districts  temporary  appointments  were  approved  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  to  allow  time  for  consideration  by  the  County  Council 
and  District  Councils  concerned  with  a view  to  effect  being  given 
to  another  combination  of  districts  for  the  appointment  of  whole- 
time Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  number  of  such  combinations 
at  present  is  four,  covering  about  two-thirds  of  the  County  : 
there  are  twelve  part-time  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the 
remaining  fourteen  districts. 

The  only  change  reported  in  the  appointment  of  Sanitary 
Inspector  was  in  the  Faringdon  Rural  District,  where  Mr.  C.  C. 
Sampson  succeeded  Mr.  J.  J.  Beresford. 

The  complete  lists  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors  are  given  in  Table  A at  the  end  of  this  report. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  civil  population  for  1928,  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  shows  an  increase  of  3,100  over  that  given  for  1927. 
The  distribution  of  this  population  between  Urban  and  Rural 
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Districts,  as  arranged  in  1927,  when  Mangotsfield  was  created 
an  Urban  District,  is  : — 

Estimated  1928. 


Census. 

As  constituted 

As 

1911. 

1921. 

before  1927. 

altered. 

(civil 

popula- 

tion). 

Urban  Districts 

...  100,419 

99,275 

102,820 

113,940 

Rural  Districts 

...  228,595 

230,071 

235,680 

224,560 

Administrative  County 

...  329,014 

329,346 

338,500 

338,500 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  (excess  of  births  over 
deaths)  in  the  past  seven  years  was  10,983,  making  a total  of 
340,329  : the  estimate  of  the  Registrar- General  for  1928  would 
thus  appear  to  show  an  excess  of  emigration  over  immigration 
into  the  County  of  1,829  persons. 


Births. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  births  registered 
in  1928  (5,030)  compared  with  1927  (5,001),  which  was  the  lowest 
year  on  record  since  1903  with  the  exception  of  1927  (4,786). 
The  general  tendency  of  the  birth  rate  is  set  out  in  the  following 
table  : — 


1928 

1927 

1926 

1921- 

1925 

1916- 

1920 

1911- 

1915 

1906- 

1910 

1901- 

1905 

Urban ... 

13.7 

13.1 

14.0 

16.7 

16.7 

18.1 

20.8 

22.3 

Rural  ... 

15.4 

15.8 

16.7 

18.4 

17.9 

19.8 

22.4 

24.6 

Administrative  County 

14.8 

14.9 

15.9 

17.9 

17.6 

19.3 

21.8 

23.8 

England  and  Wales... 

16.7 

16.7 

17.8 

19.9 

20.1 

23.6 

26.3 

28.2 

Except  for  the  sudden  rise  after  the  end  of  the  Great  War,  the 
rate  has  fallen  steadily  and  is  now  only  about  60  per  cent,  of  what 
it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  century.  The  fall  has  been  a little 
less  in  the  rural  than  in  the  urban  districts  and  in  the  County 
than  in  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  In  4 of  the  14  urban 
districts  the  death  rate  in  1928  either  equalled  or  excelled  the 
birth  rate,  but  in  all  the  22  rural  districts  the  birth  rate  was 
the  higher. 
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Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1928  was  4,136 — 344  less  than 
in  1927,  but  161  more  than  in  1926.  The  death  rate — as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  table — is  one  of  the  lowest  recorded,  but 
is  slightly  above  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 


1928 

1927 

1926 

1921- 

1925 

1916- 

1920 

1911- 

1915 

1906- 

1910 

1901- 

1905 

Urban  ... 

12.6 

14.0 

12.6 

13.6 

15.1 

14.2 

14.1 

14.6 

Rural  ... 

12.0 

13.1 

11.4 

11.9 

14.1 

13.0 

12.9 

13.8 

Administrative  County 

12.2 

13.4 

11.9 

12.4 

14.4 

13.4 

13.3 

14.1 

England  and  Wales... 

11.7 

12.3 

11.6 

12.2 

13.7 

13.8 

14.4 

16.0 

The  causes  of  death  showing  the  widest  variation  are  influenza 
(from  45  in  1911  to  849  in  1918)  and  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system  (from  404  in  1928  to  802  in  1915)  ; other  diseases  tend  to 
show  a more  or  less  steady  increase  : for  example,  cancer  (from 
349  in  1912  to  530  in  1928),  organic  disease  of  the  heart  (from 
497  in  1912  to  812  in  1928),  and  nephritis  (from  95  in  1919  to 
161  in  1928).  The  maximum  numbers  under  these  three  headings 
occurred  in  the  year  under  review. 


The  proportions  of  the  total  deaths  due  to  certain  causes 
during  the  past  three  years  are  : — 


Heart  Disease 
Cancer 

Respiratory  diseases 
Tuberculosis 

Acute  infections  (including  influenza)  .. 


18  to  20  per  cent. 

...  11  to  13  , , , , 

9 to  11  ,,  ,, 

...  5.5  to  6 ,,  ,, 

. . . 4 to  9 ,,  ,, 


From  this  it  would  appear  that  heart  disease  and  cancer  offer 
greater  opportunities  for  reduction  than  do  other  conditions  : 
these  two,  however,  are  those  incidental  to  old  age  and  the 
average  life  having  been  prolonged,  it  follows  that  there  are  more 
persons  to  develop  these  affections.  On  the  other  hand,  appro- 
priate measures — particularly  with  respect  to  cancer— can 
postpone  the  fatal  issue,  and  with  early  recognition  of  cancer 
and  effective  treatment,  the  fatality  due  to  this  cause  can  be 
largely  reduced. 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

From  the  following  brief  statistical  statement  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  infantile  mortality  has  again  reached  the  minimum 
recorded  in  1926,  namely  54  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  to  1,000  births. 


1928 

1927 

1926 

1921- 

1925 

1916- 

1920 

1911- 

1915 

1906- 

1910 

1901- 

1905 

1896- 

1900 

Urban 

60 

53 

55 

68 

69 

87 

95.5 

111 

— 

Rural... 

51 

57 

54 

53 

66 

77 

75 

92.5 

— 

Administrate  veCou  ’ty 

54 

56 

54 

55 

67 

80 

81 

98 

113 

England  and  Wales 

65 

69 

70 

76 

90 

no 

117 

138 

156 

The  actual  number  of  infant  deaths  was  270,  the  lowest  in  any 
year.  Record  low  numbers,  in  particular,  are  observed  for 
diarrhceal  affection  (11)  and  bronchitis  (16),  and  also  a very 
low  figure  for  pneumonia  (29).  All  of  these  are  conditions  which 
respond  to  suitable  care,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  for  the 
improvement  observed  some  credit  may  be  given  to  the  child 
welfare  activities,  particularly  to  those  of  the  nurse-midwives. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  brief  records  of  the  following  paragraphs  shortly  sum- 
marise the  work  of  the  past  year,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
has  been  steady  progress  under  almost  all  the  headings.  It  has, 
however,  long  been  realised  that  until  the  County  had  the  advan- 
tage of  the  assistance  of  a medical  officer  with  special  experience 
it  was  impossible  for  the  County  to  gain  full  benefit  from  the 
opportunities  of  the  present  day.  The  need  for  this  assistance 
has  been  recognised  by  the  County  Council  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  they  appointed  Dr.  E.  Catherine  Morris  Jones,  who 
has  had  several  years’  experience  of  this  work  in  other  areas. 
She  commenced  her  duties  on  1st  January,  1929,  and  the  advan- 
tage of  her  help  is  appreciated  greatly  by  the  voluntary  as  well 
as  by  the  official  workers. 

1.  Notification  of  Births. 

The  proportion  of  births  notified  within  36  hours  of  their 
occurrence  has  increased  from  89  per  cent,  in  1917,  when  notifica- 
tion commenced,  to  97  per  cent,  in  1927  and  1928.  Of  the  total 
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4,884  notifications,  3,845  (78.7  per  cent.)  came  from  certified 
midwives  and  1,002  (20.5  per  cent.)  from  doctors,  and  37  (.8  per 
cent.)  from  parents. 

2.  Health  Visiting. 

The  increasing  amount  of  work  done  under  this  heading 
is  shown  in  the  following  summary  : — 


Births  referred 

Total 

to  Visitors. 

Visits . 

1916  (From  1st  April)  ... 

1,472 

3,735 

1917  

3,650 

13,359 

1918  

4,019 

23,818 

1919  

4,408  ■ ... 

28,817 

1920  

5,969 

38.396 

1921  

5,112 

48,730 

1922  

5,561 

61,512 

1923  

5,185 

62,177 

1924  

5,197 

71,271 

1925  

4,958 

72,976 

1926  

4,787 

74,495 

1927  

5,224 

78,928 

1928  

5,297 

82,590 

The  numbers  in  the  first  column 

are  larger  than 

the  numbers 

births  owing  to  the  transfer  of  cards  for  infants  coming  into  the 

County  from  other  areas.  The  steady  growth  in  figures  for  visits 
is  satisfactory,  especially  as  they  include  increasing  numbers  to 
expectant  mothers — 11,584  in  1928.  The  value  of  the  work  de- 
pends on  the  character  of  the  advice  given  by  the  nurses,  and 
this  it  is  difficult  to  gauge  : some  of  the  visits  are  paid  by  the 
eight  County  Health  Superintendents  who  are  also  responsible 
for  the  work  of  the  District  Nurses  undertaking  most  of  the  visit- 
ing. One  great  advantage  possessed  by  the  latter  is  that  from 
the  nursing  services  which  they  also  give  in  the  homes  their  visits 
are  welcomed  and  that  the  conditions  of  infant  life  are  improving 
is  shown  by  the  falling  infantile  mortality  mentioned  earlier. 
One  branch  of  the  work  on  which  the  nurses  are  becoming  par- 
ticularly keen  is  the  care  of  the  expectant  mother,  and  they  are 
anxious  to  have  guidance  and  assistance,  such  as  can  and  will 
be  given  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

3.  Measles  Visiting. 

During  1928  1,515  visits  were  paid  to  292  cases  of  measles 
by  District  Nurses  under  the  arrangements  made  by  the  County 
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Council.  The  main  object  of  these  visits  is  to  ensure  that  proper 
care  is  given  to  children  on  account  of  an  illness  which  some 
mothers  are  inclined  to  regard  as  trivial  : this  includes  rest  in 
bed  for  a reasonable  period,  proper  attention  to  early  ear  trouble, 
etc.  In  addition,  however,  nursing  assistance  is  given,  and  it  is 
noted  this  year  that  96  of  the  292  children  had  the  advantage  of 
this  care. 

4.  Infant  Protection  Visiting. 

The  visitation  of  children  boarded  out  in  eight  Unions  in 
the  County  is  carried  out  by  the  nurses  undertaking  health 
visiting.  Quarterly  reports  are  made  to  the  Boards  of  Guardians, 
reports  on  46  cases  in  the  eight  Unions  concerned  being  made  in 
1928.  With  the  transference  of  public  assistance  from  Boards  of 
Guardians  to  the  County  Council  under  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929,  it  is  presumed  that,  from  1st  April,  1930,  when  this 
part  of  the  Act  becomes  effective,  this  work  will  be  carried  out 
by  the  Health  Visitors  over  the  whole  of  the  County.  The 
functions  under  Part  1 of  the  Children  Act,  1908,  including  the 
visitation  of  children  received  for  reward  by  foster  parents, 
become  duties  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
from  the  same  date. 

5.  Consultant  Opinions. 

On  the  issue  of  the  Public  Health  (Notification  of  Puerperal 
Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia)  Regulations,  1926,  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  made  arrangements  for  consulta- 
tions on  cases  of  pyrexia  and  subsequently  these  were  extended 
to  include  difficult  cases  of  pregnancy,  with  previous  approval  on 
behalf  of  the  Committee,  as  far  as  practicable.  This  assistance 
is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  County, 
and  the  members  of  the  Hospital  Staffs  have  been  very  helpful 
in  securing  immediate  admission  to  hospital  in  suitable  cases. 
The  numbers  of  consultations  in  the  past  two  years  are  : — 


Pyrexia. 

Pregnancy 
and  Confinement, 

1927  ... 

...  ...  8 

3 

1928  ... 

...  ...  10 

4 

Institutional 

Provision  for 

Confinements  and  for 

Puerperal 

Conditions. 

Accommodation  for  women  in  need  of  institutional  treatment 
either  on  account  of  difficulty,  expected  or  occurring  at  the  time 
of  confinement,  or  of  unsatisfactory  home  conditions  is  found  in 
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the  maternity  wards  of  the  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester  District 
Nursing  Homes  (10  beds  at  the  former  and  10  at  the  latter),  and 
single  beds  in  six  Cottage  Hospitals  in  the  County.  Cases  from 
the  eastern  part  are  taken  into  the  maternity  ward  of  the  Malmes- 
bury Hospital.  Women  with  puerperal  pyrexia  are  treated  in 
the  General  Hospitals  at  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester  and  in  nine 
Cottage  Hospitals. 

"Women  now  show  less  reluctance  to  take  advantage  of 
in-patient  treatment  for  their  confinements  and,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  statement,  the  number  for  which  provision 
is  made  each  year  is  steadily  increasing. 

Admissions  for 

Puerperal 


Confinement. 

Pyrexia. 

Total. 

1924 

9 

— 

9 

1925 

18 

— 

18 

1926 

46 

— 

46 

1927 

52 

6 

58 

1928 

60 

7 

67 

7.  Allowances  of  Milk. 

Daily  supplies  of  milk  have  been  granted  for  expectant  and 

nursing  mothers 

and  for  infants  since 

1918.  The  recipients  are 

selected  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  grants  of 

one  pint  of  milk 

daily  for  one  month  are  made  on  their  recommendations  after 
they  have  been  approved  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  : each  case  is  reviewed  month  by  month, 
and  extensions  are  granted  in  suitable  cases,  the  supplies  con- 
tinuing on  the  average  for  five  to  six  months.  In  1928-9  there 
were  383  primary  applications  and  1,584  monthly  extensions. 

8.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  though  these  centres  have  been 
greatly  appreciated  where  they  have  been  once  opened,  the 
number  is  comparatively  small,  namely  29.  In  1927  the 
committees  of  the  eleven  centres  in  the  Stroud  area  formed 
themselves  into  a federation  for  combined  action  on  matters  of 
common  interest.  Towards  the  end  of  1928  a desire  was  expressed 
for  much  wider  action  with  a view  to  developing  this  side  of  the 
work  and  to  the  opening  of  centres  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
County.  The  interest  of  the  County  Nursing  Association  was 
secured,  and  they  agreed  to  appoint  a committee  to  make  the 
initial  arrangements  : as  an  outcome,  a County  Federation  was 
formed  early  in  1929. 
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9.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Exhibition. 

Another  direction  in  which  interest  in  this  work  was 
developed  was  a proposal  at  the  end  of  1928  for  the  collection  of 
a small  travelling  exhibition  in  connection  with  Women’s  Insti- 
tutes, somewhat  on  the  lines  of  one  arranged  in  Cambridgeshire. 
As  a result  an  excellent  set  of  exhibits  was  got  together  by  various 
bodies  and  was  shown  at  various  Women’s  Institutes  early  in 
1929  : a full  note  on  this  effort  will  be  given  in  the  next  report. 

10.  Hospital  Treatment  of  Infants. 

Provision  is  made  in  the  scheme  for  the  special  care  of 
infants  requiring  hospital  treatment.  Up  to  the  present,  however, 
little  has  been  done  in  this  direction  : in  1927  no  request  for 
assistance  was  received  and  in  1928  the  number  of  children  treated 
in  hospital  was  only  7. 

11.  Administration  of  Mid  wives  Acts. 

The  analysis  of  the  records  on  which  this  report  is  based 
has  been  made,  mainly,  by  Miss  Milford,  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Gloucestershire  County  Nursing  Association  in  her  capacity 
as  Inspector  of  Midwives.  Only  general  summaries  are  here 
given,  but  the  detailed  form  in  which  the  records  have  been 
collected  is  very  useful  to  the  executive  officers  and  is  some  little 
reward  to  her  for  the  trouble  involved  in  getting  out  the  informa- 
tion. 


Provision  of  Midwifery  Services. 

The  development  between  1905  and  1928  in  the  extent  and 
the  character  of  the  services  available  in  the  County  is  indicated 
by  the  two  following  brief  statistical  statements  : — 


Number  of  practising  Midwives 

Trained  women  ... 

Untrained  women 

Numbers  of  Parishes — 

(а)  covered  by  District  Nurse-midwives 

(б)  covered  by  Independent  Midwives  (mostly  trained) 
(c)  with  no  Certified  Midwife  ... 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  Certified  Midwives 
Percentage  of  total  births  ... 

Number  of  notices  requiring  medical  help 


1905. 

1928. 

53 

235 

175 

17 

ooo 

OKO 

— ZjjJO 

174 

327 

60 

14 

120 

13 

2,382 

3,300 

31.6 

67 

216 

1,131 
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The  position  at  the  end  of  1928  was  as  follows  : — 


Midwifery  Services  by 

No.  of 

Area  in 

Population , 

District  Nurses. 

D.N.A. 

Parishes. 

Acres. 

1921. 

(a)  Associations  affiliated  with  Glos. 

C.N.A 

...  122 

317 

681,287 

291,344 

( b ) Associations  affiliated  with  other 

C.N.A 

5 

5 

7,802 

1,527 

(c)  Non-affiliated  D.N.A. 

5 

5 

18,700 

5,545 

132 

327 

707,789 

298,416 

Independent  Midwives 

...  — 

14 

47,959 

24,037 

No  Certified  Midwife 

...  — 

13 

29,340 

6,893 

Administrative  County 

...  132 

354 

785,088 

329,346 

The  Midwifery  work  in  the  County  is  now  undertaken  very 
largely  by  District  Nurses  who  are  also  Certified  Midwives.  The 
change  in  the  type  of  Midwdfery  Service  in  the  twenty-three  years 
between  1905  and  1928  is  indicated  in  the  above  table,  but  the 
valuable  organisation  largely  created  and  developed  by  the 
County  Nursing  Association  is  brought  out  more  clearly  by  the 
following  figures : — 


1911.  1928. 

Number  of  District  Nursing  Associations  ...  84  122 

Parishes  covered  by  District  Nurse-midwives  ...  241  317 

Population  of  these  Parishes  ...  ...  ...  236,221  291,344 


The  rate  of  progress  in  this  direction  has  necessarily  been  less 
rapid  of  recent  years,  as  the  parts  still  uncovered  are  those  in  which 
the  difficulties  in  forming  District  Nursing  Associations  are  most 
marked, — small  scattered  parishes  or  fairly  large  areas  with  little 
basis  for  cohesion.  They  include  large  areas  in  the  Forest  of 
Dean  where  much  of  the  Midwifery  is  undertaken  by  independent 
Midwives.  During  1928  two  new  Associations  were  formed  but 
owing  to  alterations  in  areas  of  Associations  the  number  of  parishes 
thus  provided  was  increased  by  one  only. 

King  Edward  VII  Memorial  Nurses. 

The  emergency  Nurses,  partly  maintained  from  the  King 
Edward  Memorial  Fund,  did  170  weeks  emergency  and  holiday 
duty  for  District  Nurse-midwives  during  1928. 

Workhouse  Midwives. 

11  Certified  Midwives  are  employed  in  8 of  the  13  Poor 
Law  Institutions  situated  in  the  County. 
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U ncertified  W omen . 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  it  was  reported  that  a woman 
had  been  attended  other  than  by  a Doctor  or  Certified  Midwife 
during  1928  was  2.  The  circumstances  in  both  cases  were  in- 
vestigated, the  patients  being  delivered  by  the  Maternity  Nurse 
before  the  arrival  of  the  doctor  in  one  case  and  the  Midwife  in 
the  other.  Warnings  were  given  to  the  persons  concerned. 

Proportion  of  Confinements  attended  by  Certified  Midwives  Board. 

The  number  of  births  notified  during  the  year  was  4,884  and 
the  number  of  confinements  attended  by  Certified  Midwives  was 
3,300,  or  67.5  per  cent,  of  the  total.  This  is  the  highest  propor- 
tion in  any  year,  being  the  same  as  that  in  1925  ; the  percentages 
in  the  two  intervening  years  were  62.3  and  65.1  respectively. 
On  the  whole  Midwives  now  attend  two-thirds  of  the  mothers 
in  this  County  at  the  times  of  their  confinements. 


Notices  Received  under  the  Rules  of  the  Certified  Midwives 


Board. 


The  following  is  a very  condensed  summary  of  the  numbers 
of  the  notices  received  from  Certified  Midwives  in  1928  and 
preceding  years : — 

Average  Average 

1916-20.  1921-25.  1926.  1927.  1928. 

Confinements  attended 

by  Midwives  ...3,447  3,773  3,301  3,257  3,300 


No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

Med.  help  mother 

432 

12.5 

660 

17.5 

805 

24.4 

796 

24.4 

943 

28.6 

, , baby 

105 

3.0 

148 

3.9 

174 

5.3 

159 

4.9 

188 

5.7 

Still-births  

71 

2.1 

74 

2.0 

52 

1.6 

78 

2.4 

70 

2.1 

Death  of  mother 

2 

.06 

3 

.08 

5 

.15 

3 

.09 

4 

.85 

,,  baby 

11 

.3 

16 

.4 

20 

.6 

29 

.9 

28 

.12 

Artificial  feeding 

(32) 

— 

46 

1.2 

31 

.9 

41 

1.3 

64 

1.9 

Total 

621 

18.0 

947 

25.1 

1,087 

32.9 

1,106 

34.0 

1,297 

39.2 

No.  of  practising  Mid- 

wives  

272 

301 

306 

308 

289 

Per  100 

Per  100 

Per  100 

Per  100 

Per  100 

Further  notices 

No. 

Mid- 

No. 

Mid- 

No. 

Mid- 

No. 

Mid- 

No. 

Mid- 

received 

wives. 

wives. 

wives 

wives. 

wives. 

Change  of  address 

116 

42.6 

115 

38.2 

110 

36.0 

88 

28.5 

58 

20.1 

Laying  out  dead 

21 

7.7 

28 

9.3 

25 

8.2 

26 

8.4 

12 

4.15 

Source  of  infection  ... 

10 

3.7 

19 

6.3 

38 

12.4 

39 

12.6 

63 

21.8 

Average  cases  per  Mid- 
wife   13 


13 


11 


11 


11 
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The  outstanding  fact  brought  out  by  this  statement  is  the 
very  large  and  steady  increase  in  the  proportion  of  cases  for  which 
Certified  Midwives  seek  medical  assistance.  For  conditions  of 
the  mother  the  percentage  of  cases  has  risen  from  about  9-10 
between  1905  and  1915  to  24-29  in  1926-8  ; the  corresponding 
figures  for  the  infant  are  about  2 per  cent,  to  5 per  cent.  As 
regards  the  mother,  delay  in  the  delivery  and  ruptured  perineum 
show  the  most  marked  increases  : for  the  infant,  discharge  from 
the  eye  and  general  feebleness  appear  to  be  the  chief  causes.  In 
the  intervening  years  the  standard  of  the  training  of  the  Midwives 
in  practice  has  steadily  improved  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
contend  that  this  increased  resort  to  medical  help  means  less 
efficient  practice  : on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  taken  as  an 
indication  that  Certified  Midwives  are  observing  their  rules  more 
strictly  and  are  attaching  much  greater  importance  to  the  early 
treatment  of  conditions  which  formerly  were  not  regarded  so 
seriously.  Tf  this  interpretation  is  correct,  the  general  con- 
clusion is  that  the  rise  shows  improved  attendance  on  mother  and 
infants. 


Still- Births . 


The  number  of  still- births  reported  by  Certified  Midwives 
was  70,  8 less  than  in  1927  but  18  more  than  in  1926,  the  lowest 
recorded.  The  proportion  to  total  births — about  2 per  cent. — is 
approximately  the  same  figure  as  in  the  previous  11  years.  49 
Midwives  reported  1 each  ; 6 had  2 each,  and  3 Midwives  reported 
3 cases  each.  Of  the  70 


38  were  full-term. 

16  „ 8 — 8J  months 

12  „ 7—71  „ 

4 „ under  7 ,, 


15  were  born  before  the  midwife  arrived. 
38  ,,  macerated. 

2 ,,  cases  of  placenta  praevia. 

3 ,,  one  of  twins,  other  alive. 

5 ,,  breech  presentations. 


These  cases  are  the  subject  of  special  enquiry  by  the  Inspectors 
and,  so  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  their  reports,  there  was  no 
evidence  of  bad  practice. 


Puerperal  Pyrexias. 

Notices  of  rise  of  temperature  were  received  from  Certified 
Midwives  with  respect  to  43  patients  : 14  of  these  were  subse- 

quently notified  as  being  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexias,  together 
with  32  other  cases  making  a total  of  46.  The  total  cases  notified 
by  Midwife  or  doctor  as  having  a rise  of  temperature  were  75,  or 
1.5  cases  per  100  confinements.  In  the  two  instances  the  tempera- 
ture was  noted  on  the  day  of  the  confinement  and  the  others 
were  reported  as  follows  : — 
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Day  after 

No.  of 

Confinement 

Cases 

Day 

No, 

1 

1 

9 

1 

2 

8 

10 

1 

3 

15 

11 

1 

4 

14 

12 

3 

5 

9 

14 

1 

6 

— 

16 

1 

7 

3 

17 

1 

8 

7 

21 

1 

9 

2 

? 

3 

Among  the  29  Midwives’  cases  there  seems  to  be  little  evidence 
of  direct  cause  and  effect.  In  22  of  the  46  cases  notified  as 
puerperal  pyrexia  there  had  been  considerable  manual  or  instru- 
mental operation  : in  3 cases  previous  vaginal  discharge  was  noted, 
2 had  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  in  2 bad  scald  and  burn  were 
reported,  and  among  the  remaining  cases  there  was  one  each  of 
phlebitis,  white  leg,  pleurisy,  eclampsia  and  pneumonia.  As  a 
general  conclusion  manipulative  operations,  or  some  other 
definite  condition  were  assigned  as  causes  but  there  were  many 
. other  cases  in  which  there  had  been  considerable  interference 
and  trauma  of  tissues  without  a similar  result.  Also  there  appear 
to  have  been  cases  of  pyrexia  with  the  minimum  of  interference. 

Of  the  75  patients,  8 died  : these  are  further  considered  in 
the  next  paragraph. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  these  cases  will  be 
taken  into  12  hospitals  (3  General  Hospitals  and  9 Cottage 
Hospitals) : the  number  of  cases  treated  in  Hospitals  in  1928  was  7. 

Gloucestershire  Royal  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dilke  Memorial  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lydney  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Deaths  of  Mothers. 

The  number  of  maternal  deaths  reported  in  1928  was  23  ; 
5 more  than  in  1927.  11  occurred  in  the  practice  of  midwives 

and  12  were  attended  by  District  Nurse-midwives  in  the  capacity 
of  monthly  nurse  : of  the  former,  7 deaths  took  place  after  the 
removal  of  the  respective  cases  to  Hospital.  The  ages  at  death 
were  : — 

24 — 29  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

3 1 3 8 , , ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

40  and  over  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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The  assigned  causes  of  death  were  : — 


Puerperal  fever,  peritonitis,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  9 

Eclampsia,  albuminuria  and  uraemia  ...  ...  6 

Post  partum  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Meningitis  (undelivered)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  embolism  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mesenteric  thrombosis...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Full  details  on  the  form  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  are  now 
being  obtained  and  it  will  be  practicable  to  make  a fuller  analysis 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  deaths  in  the  current  year.  Mean- 
while, mention  may  be  made  of  the  willing  co-operation  of  the 
doctors  in  the  County  and  the  trouble  taken  by  them  in  giving 
full  information. 

Discharge  from  the  Baby's  Eye. 

The  number  of  notices  that  medical  assistance  was  sought* 
on  account  of  inflammation  of,  or  discharge  from  the  eyes,  how- 
ever slight,  reached  a maximum  of  74  : the  numbers  in  the  pre- 
vious three  years  were  67,  63,  and  60  respectively.  In  64  instances 
the  condition  was  very  slight  and  only  10  cases  were  notified  as 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  : the  total  number  so  notified  was  19. 
Reports  are  made  by  the  Inspectors  of  Midwives  on  each  case  and 
among  the  enquiries  made  is  whether  or  not  prophylactic  drops 
were  used  at  the  time  of  birth  : the  information  is  not  complete, 
but  among  60  cases  in  which  a definite  statement  is  made  prophy- 
lactic drops  were  administered  in  18  cases.  It  is  hoped  that  later 
it  may  be  possible  to  compare  the  frequency  of  discharge  (slight 
or  severe)  among  infants  in  which  this  precaution  was  and  was  not 
adopted.  Of  the  64  cases  of  simple  discharge,  only  a few  lasted 
more  than  a day  or  two  and  in  but  two  cases  was  any  note  of  an 
unsatisfactory  character  made  in  one  it  was  said  the  eyes  were 
clear  but  the  child  was  unable  to  bear  light  and  in  the  other  a 
letter  was  written  to  the  medical  attendant.  Of  the  19  cases 
regarded  as  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  complete  cure  was  reported 
in  13  instances,  and  in  no  case  was  any  defect  of  vision  noted. 

Inspections,  Special  Reports. 

The  inspections  are  conducted  mainly  by  the  County  Health 
Superintendents  in  their  dual  capacities  of  Inspectors  of  Midwives 
and  assistants  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  County  Nursing 
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Association.  The  number  of  visits  in  1928  was  1,120,  the  average 
per  Midwife  being  just  over  4.  Closer  attention  is  paid  to  certain 
Midwives  as  circumstances  indicate  and  29  were  seen  on  6 or  more 
occasions. 

As  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  these  visits 
are  by  no  means  of  an  inspectorial  character,  for  the  practising 
Nurse- midwives  as  a body  welcome  the  County  Health  Superin- 
tendents and  are  glad  to  discuss  their  work  with  them.  One 
aspect  of  this  on  which  advice  has  especially  been  sought  is  ante- 
natal work,  and  the  appointment  of  the  Medical  Officer  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  has  given  general  satisfaction, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  opportunities  for  systematic  instruction 
in  this  branch  of  Midwifery. 

The  only  occasions  for  disciplinary  action  during  1928  arose 
in  connection  with  two  Certified  Midwives.  In  one  case  for  a 
second  time,  the  Midwife  who  had  retired  from  practice  gave 
no  notice  that  she  had  taken  a case  ; she  was  warned  seriously. 
The  other  Midwife  was  reported  to  be  inaccurate  in  her  records 
and  to  have  failed  to  attach  importance  to  significant  symptoms 
which  she  omitted  to  report  to  the  doctor.  The  facts  in  the 
latter  case  were  reported  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  : the 
Midwife  asked  the  Board  to  be  allowed  to  resign  her  certificate 
and  the  Board  agreed. 

In  conclusion,  I would  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  loyal  and  cordial  co-operation  of  the  County  Health 
Superintendents  and  particularly  my  indebtedness  to  Miss  Milford, 
the  Superintendent  of  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

12.  Nursing  Homes. 

Under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act  of  1927,  which 
came  into  operation  on  1st  July,  1928,  the  Midwives  and  Maternity 
Homes  Act,  1926,  was  repealed,  but  homes  already  registered 
under  the  latter  Act  come  under  the  Act  of  1927.  The  number  of 
homes  registered  up  to  the  end  of  1928  was  18. 

All  the  homes  were  inspected  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  : their  character  varies  considerably  and  the  type  of 
case  for  which  each  is  suitable  is  given  on  the  certificate  of 
registration. 


WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

The  County  Association  for  the  Blind,  with  the  Rev.  R.  H.  M. 
Bouth,  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  as  their 
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Chairman,  administers  the  scheme  approved  by  the  County 
Council,  and  submitted  the  following  report  for  1928-29  : — 

In  presenting  their  Report  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1929,  the  Committee 
desire  to  thank  the  112  Voluntary  Workers  who  visit  and  brighten  the  lives  of  the 
blind  and  give  very  valuable  help  which  is  much  appreciated. 

Registration. — On  March  31st,  1929,  there  were  591  blind  on  the  Register, 
with  a list  of  121  watching  cases  under  observation. 

Resignations  and  Appointments. — Your  Committee  report,  with  sincere 
regret,  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Hartland,  Home  Teacher  in  the  Forest  of  Dean 
for  the  last  seven  years,  and  heartily  wish  her  all  success  in  her  new  work  in  the 
County  of  Hereford. 

The  Committee  have  further  to  report  the  resignation  of  Miss  Daubeney. 
who  represented  Gloucester  City  Blind  Association  on  the  General  Committee. 
Mr.  B.  J.  W.  Butt  has  been  appointed  in  her  place. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  approved  of  the  appointment,  as  Half  Time 
Home  Teacher  for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  of  Miss  M.  L.  Hobbs,  Manor  Lodge,  Mitchel- 
dean,  as  from  May  1st,  1929.  A car  has  been  provided  for  her  use  by  means  of  the 
Hextall  Bequest. 

Mrs.  Page,  Hales  Mead,  Pitchcombe,  is  now  acting  as  Hon  Secretary.  Mr. 
B.  J.  W.  Butt,  Vice-Admiral  The  Hon.  H.  E.  Holmes-a-Court  and  Mr.  J.  King 
Cummings  have  been  elected  members  of  the  General  Committee. 

The  Committee  welcome  gratefully  the  following  new  Voluntary  Workers  : — 
Mrs.  Bathurst,  Mrs.  Brodie,  Mrs.  Cowen,  Mrs.  Hobbs,  Miss  Kimber,  the  Rev. 
A.  J.  Kitson,  M.A.,  Mrs.  Lough,  Mrs.  West  and  Miss  C.  E.  Wrigley. 

Education  and  Employment. — One  boy  has  been  admitted  to  the  Royal 
Blind  School  at  Leatherhead,  and  a child  both  blind  and  paralysed,  has  been 
granted  a two-years’  extension  at  the  Ellen  Terry  Home  at  Reigate.  There 
are  13  children  at  the  Royal  School  of  Industry  at  Westbury-on-Trym,  19  men  and 
4 women  at  Cheltenham  Workshops  and  6 women  at  Bristol  Institution.  Six 
months’  further  extension  has  been  allowed  to  a man  at  Plymouth,  and  2 blind 
women  are  at  Fry’s  Chocolate  Factory. 

There  are  15  registered  Home  Workers  for  whom  orders  are  earnestly  solicited. 
Three  men  are  Piano  Tuners  and  two  are  Organists.  A Gloucestershire  woman 
has  become  a Blind  Home  Teacher  for  the  Bristol  Area. 

Interest  in  Braille  was  greatly  revived  by  a competition  kindly  run  last  autumn 
by  Miss  D.  Clarke.  There  were  22  entries,  and  the  results  most  gratifying.  It 
is  much  to  be  desired  that  another  competition  may  soon  take  place. 

Finance. — The  agreement  made  with  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
has  been  continued,  the  sum  of  £562  16s.  Od.  having  been  received  during  the  past 
year,  a very  welcome  increase  of  £122  5s.  8d.  It  is  hoped  that  all  possible  support 
will  be  given  to  Mr.  King  Cummings  in  his  many  efforts  to  raise  money  for  the 
Blind  of  the  County.  This  Association  benefits  to  the  extent  of  75  per  cent,  of  his 
collections. 

Grants  and  Pensions. — As  in  former  years,  a great  debt  of  gratitude  is 
due  to  the  Gyde  Trustees  for  the  very  considerable  help  they  have  given,  including 
a Grant  of  £50  for  children  and  several  Grants  for  special  cases. 

Twenty  Pensions  have  been  allotted  during  the  past  twelve  months,  to  the 
great  relief  of  some  of  the  most  needy  cases.  Of  these  9 were  Hetherington 
Pensions,  5 Clothworkers  (including  2 Wings),  3 Gardners,  2 National  Blind 
Relief  Society  and,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Miss  D.  Clarke  in  soliciting  votes, 
a Royal  Blind  Pension  was  secured.. 
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Embossed  Literature. — Eight  different  magazines  in  Braille  and  Moon 
circulate  in  succession  among  64  of  the  blind.  A few  new  members  have  joined 
the  National  Library  for  the  Blind,  making  a total  membership  of  about  118. 

Necessitous  Blind.  Temporary  weekly  grants  have  been  given  to  53  of 
the  most  needy  cases,  and  help  for  special  needs  to  some  26  persons,  during  the 
past  year.  At  Christmas,  gifts  of  coal,  groceries  and  warm  garments  were  sent 
to  142  of  the  oldest,  poorest  and  most  lonely  and  suffering  of  the  Blind  of  the 
County,  most  of  the  woollies  being  purchased  from  the  Blind  Knitters. 

Social  Gatherings,  Sales  oe  Work,  etc. — Stalls  for  the  sale  of  work 
done  by  the  blind  were  held  at  Cheltenham  and  Newent  Flower  Shows.  Mrs. 
Browning  of  Stone  most  kindly  and  efficiently  organised  a sale  of  work  at  Wood- 
ford and,  through  the  invitation  of  Mrs.  Caruthers  Little,  a sale  was  arranged  at 
Pitchcombe  House  by  the  Women’s  Institute. 

Mrs.  Roscoe,  of  Birchamp,  Coleford,  had  a delightful  garden  party  in  August 
when  Miss  King,  the  Hon.  Sec,  for  the  six  Western  Counties,  gave  a very  interesting 
lecture  and  an  excellent  tea  was  much  enjoyed.  A very  successful  sale  of  blind 
work  followed. 

In  October,  through  the  kind  invitation  of  Lord  and  Lady  Bathurst,  there 
was  a large  attendance  at  a Drawing-room  Meeting  at  Cirencester  Park,  when 
Capt.  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E.,  himself  totally  blind,  gave  a touching 
and  impressive  address.  A sale  of  blind  work  realised  over  £50. 

During  the  Summer,  parties  were  given  to  the  blind  at  Cheltenham  and 
Nailsworth,  which  were  much  appreciated  and  the  Home  Workers  greatly  enjoyed 
their  annual  re -union  at  the  Bristol  Institution. 

A concession  on  the  part  of  the  Spa  Management  Committee  at  Cheltenham 
allowed  of  some  25  complimentary  cards  being  distributed  by  Miss  A.  C.  Wynn 
Lloyd  among  her  blind,  who  found  great  pleasure  in  listening  to  the  bands  in 
the  Winter  Gardens. 

Home  Teaching  Service. — This  service  is  intended  primarily  to  provide 
for  the  needs  of  the  untrainable  blind,  living  in  their  own  homes,  and  to  give 
expert  help  when  required. 

Your  County  now  has  a staff  of  two  full  and  one  half-time  Home  Teachers. 

Miss  A.  C.  Wynn  Lloyd  has  a district  covering  the  Gloucestershire  portions 
of  nine  Union  Areas  : — 

Cheltenham  (Urban  and  Rural),  Evesham,  Gloucester  Rural,  Northleach, 
Shipston-on-Stour,  Stow-on-the-Wold,  Tewkesbury  and  Winchcombe,  with  about 
200  blind  and  56  watching  cases  under  observation. 

Miss  Chapman  works  in  South  East  Gloucestershire,  and  is  responsible  for 
about  250  blind  and  50  cases  under  observation.  Her  district  lies  in  the  seven 
Union  Areas  of  : — 

Chipping  Sodbury,  Cirencester,  Dursley,  Stroud,  Tetbury,  Thornbury  and 
Wheatenhurst. 

Miss  Hobbs  starts  her  work  on  May  1st,  1929,  in  the  four  Union  Areas  of 
Chepstow,  Monmouth,  Newent  and  Westbury-on-Severn  with  89  blind  and  12 
watching  cases  under  observation.  Of  the  first  two  of  these  Areas  only  portions 
are  in  the  County  of  Gloucestershire. 

Social  Centres. — Social  Clubs  are  a great  feature  of  the  Home  Teachers’ 
energies  for  the  benefit  and  happiness  of  their  blind,  and  have  been  developed 
during  the  past  year. 
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There  are  now  four  Clubs  where  attendance  is  well  maintained,  and  where 
lessons  in  Braille,  Moon  and  Handicrafts  are  much  appreciated.  Meetings  are 
held  fortnightly  at  Charfield  and  Cheltenham,  and  monthly  at  Cirencester  and 
Stroud.  Entertainments  and  Competitions  are  arranged  from  time  to  time, 
and  best  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  give  help  both  in  entertaining  and  escorting 
the  blind  on  these  occasions.  As  a means  of  bringing  the  blind  together  and 
helping  them  to  make  friends  with  each  other,  these  Clubs  are  invaluable. 

It  is  an  encouragement  to  their  self-assurance  to  feel  it  is  possible  for  them 
to  take  their  place  in  the  ordinary  social  walks  of  life  and  to  conquer  the  difficulties 
that  beset  the  blind,  and,  above  all,  we  hope  it  may  help  to  assuage  the  terrible 
loneliness  which  is  one  of  the  chief  trials  of  their  affliction. 

The  Secretary  will  be  very  grateful  for  offers  of  help  for  these  Club  days. 
Songs,  recitations,  readings,  lectures,  talks  or  violin  and  piano  playing  help  to 
brighten  and  cheer  and  bring  fresh  interest. 

Wireless. — Listening-in  is  a great  asset  to  the  blind,  especially  to  the  infirm 
and  bed-ridden  and  to  those  living  in  rural  places.  The  National  Institute  have 
now  supplied  52  crystal  sets  in  this  County,  and  152  certificates  for  free  licences 
have  been  issued. 

In  their  full  report  the  Association  give  the  names  of  105 
voluntary  workers  who  keep  in  touch  with  the  blind  persons  in 
their  respective  neighbourhoods. 

The  Workshops  for  the  Blind  at  Cheltenham  were  formally 
taken  over  by  the  County  Council  in  April  1928  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Management,  consisting  of  County  Council  repre- 
sentatives on  the  County  Association  for  the  Blind,  submitted 
the  following  report  for  1928-29  : — 

The  Committee  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Charity 
which,  as  foreshadowed  in  the  last  Report,  has  now  passed  into  the  ownership  of 
the  Gloucestershire  County  Council,  who  have  handed  over  the  control  of  the 
Workshops  to  the  Gloucestershire  County  Association  for  the  Blind,  and  a special 
Committee  has  been  formed  for  the  actual  management.  By  this  transfer  of 
ownership  the  entire  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  blind  people  of  the  County 
is  now  centred  in  the  County  Association,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  arrangement 
will  be  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned,  especially  from  a financial  point  of  view. 

An  agreement  has  been  arrived  at  with  the  Gloucester  City  Blind  Com- 
mittee, whereby  as  far  as  accommodation  permits,  blind  persons  from  that  area 
are  admitted  to  the  Workshops  on  payment  of  a fee  sufficient  to  cover  the  amount 
paid  in  augmentation  of  their  wages  over  and  above  the  grant  received  for  this 
purpose  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Two  of  the  older  employees  have  left  during  the  year,  their  places  being 
filled  by  two  pupils,  the  number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  being 
22.  Those  retiring  had  been  working  here  for  58  and  42  years  respectively. 

An  increase  of  £60  in  the  sales,  bears  testimony  to  the  energy  of  the  new 
saleswoman,  Mrs.  East,  who  was  appointed  in  June  last,  and  who  has  commended 
herself  equally  to  customers  and  employees. 

Mention  must  be  made  of  a most  successful  sale  which  took  place  on  October 
25th  at  Cirencester  Park  by  the  kind  invitation  of  Countess  Bathurst,  at  which 
addresses  were  given  by  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse,  Y.C.,  and  the  Chairman,  to  a large 
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audience,  also  of  the  permission  given  to  us  to  exhibit  and  sell  our  goods  at  the 
Cheltenham  Summer  Flower  Show 

The  fortnightly  meetings  for  social  and  educational  purposes  have  been 
continued  throughout  the  year,  and  our  thanks  are  due  to  many  kind  helpers  for 
providing  entertainments  of  various  kinds,  and  to  the  owners  of  cars  for  conveying 
those  who  would  otherwise  be  unable  to  attend. 

The  employees’  Annual  Supper  took  place  on  January  2nd,  and  appeared  to  be 
greatly  enjoyed. 

A welcome  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  County  Collection  organised  by 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  during  the  current  year  has  to  be  recorded, 
and  we  have  been  notified  that  in  the  near  future  we  may  expect  to  receive 
legacies  bequeathed  by  the  late  Mrs.  Louisa  Gurney  and  the  late  Mr.  James  Page. 
The  Committee  propose  to  utilise  part  of  the  income  derived  from  these  legacies 
to  increase  the  grants  made  to  the  workers 

The  Committee  are  deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  Shelmerdine  for  the  highly 
successful  manner  in  which  he  has  managed  the  Institution 


SCHEME  FOR  THE  EXTENSION  OF  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 


A summary  of  the  work  done  and  of  the  expenditure  incurred 
in  the  operation  of  the  scheme  from  its  inception  in  1921  are  set 
out  in  Table  V at  the  end  of  this  report. 

The  present  Out- Stations  and  the  dates  of  their  opening  are  : — 


23  May,  1921 
25 

30 

31  55  55 

1 June,  ,, 


99 

99 


99 

99 


O >> 

7 55  >5  *•* 

12  Oct. 5 55  ••• 

21  Nov.,  1924 ... 
2 Oct.,  1925  ... 


4 May,  1926  ... 
1 Jan.,  1927  ... 


Almondsbury  Memorial  Hospital. 

Berkeley  Hospital. 

Thornbury  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Tewkesbury  Rural  Hospital. 

Cirencester  Memorial  Hospital. 

Chipping  Sodbury  Cottage  Hospital. 

Cinderford  Institute. 

Chipping  Campden  Out-Station  (New  building). 
Fairford  Cottage  Hospital. 

Soun  dwell  Road  Out-Station,  Kingswood  (New 

building). 

Moreton-in-the-Marsh  Cottage  Hospital. 

Lydney  Hospital. 


In  addition  to  the  General  Hospitals  at  Bristol,  Cheltenham, 
Gloucester  and  Stroud,  and  the  above  Out-Stations,  there  are 
also  special  facilities  for  treatment  at  the  Gwy  House  Hospital 
(Chepstow),  Winchcombe  Cottage  Hospital,  Cossham  Memorial 
Hospital  (Kingswood),  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital,  Bath,  and 
the  Stratford-on-Avon  Hospital.  The  work  done  at  the  different 
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Out- Stations  is  summarised  in  the  following  statement  of  atten- 
dances : — 


ATTENDANCES. 


Out-Station. 

1921-2. 

1922.  1923. 

(3  quarters). 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

Bristol  Area. 

Almondsbury 

275 

189 

545 

700 

808 

776 

858 

794 

Chipping  Sodbury 

125 

349 

611 

551 

452 

549 

497 

512 

Thornbury  ... 

291 

282 

570 

901 

896 

1,203 

934 

894 

Soundwell  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

74 

1,767 

922 

1,813 

Gloucester  Area. 

Berkeley 

36 

129 

432 

1,115 

1,062 

959 

863 

1,297 

Chepstow  ... 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Cinderf ord  ... 

344 

519 

762 

1,032 

1,073 

1,642 

1,249 

1,455 

Lydney 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

799 

1,915 

Cheltenham  Area. 

Chipping  Camp  den 

147 

365 

744 

995 

779 

989 

1,002 

1,172 

Cirencester 

82 

286 

841 

810 

1,218 

3,377 

2,019 

1,534 

Fairf  ord 

— 

— 

— 

10 

200 

252 

166 

192 

Moreton-in-Marsh 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

107 

73 

166 

Tewkesbury 

137 

264 

512 

470 

542 

634 

785 

1,099 

Winchcombe 

— 

— 

• — 

5 

4 

14 

— 

— 

Total  Out-Stations 

1,437 

2,383 

5,017 

6,589 

7,108 

12,269 

10,167 

12,864 

Hospitals  . . . 

161 

129 

328 

816 

1,147 

1,048 

1,293 

1,515 

Grand  Total 

1,598 

2,512 

5,345 

7,405 

8,255 

13,317 

11,460 

14,379 

The  tendency  towards  reduction  in  the  average  cost  as  the 
work  develops  is  indicated  in  the  following  short  statement  : — 


1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

s. 

d. 

Total  cost — per  attendance 
Medical  Officers— per  at- 

15 

6 

10  5 

7 Hi 

8 

0 

6 

1 

7 10f 

7 

6 

tendance  at  out-stations 
Specialist  services — cost  per 

4 

Ql 

2 10| 

2 If 

2 

0* 

1 

6 

1 7f 

1 

6i 

examination 

12 

0 

11  1-1- 

9 6 

8 

8* 

8 

5 

7 4| 

7 

n 

After  consideration  of  the  above,  the  Committee  asked  the 
County  Council  to  approve  the  principle  of  the  opening  of 
twelve  additional  Out- Stations  within  a period  of  three  years 
and  to  this  the  Council  agreed  at  their  meeting  on  9th  January, 
1929.  Arrangements  are  accordingly  being  made  for  their 
establishment  during  1929  at  Bourton-on-the- Water,  Coleford, 
Dursley  and  Winterbourne. 

Report  on  Orthopedic  Work  undertaken  during  the  Year 
1928  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Robinson. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Orthopaedic  work  in  the  County 
of  Gloucester  has  proceeded  on  the  same  lines  as  in  former  years, 
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and  as  was  to  be  expected  following  the  addition  of  Lydney  as 
an  Out-station,  the  number  of  patients  treated  has  increased 
from  316  in  1927  to  390  in  1928,  an  increase  of  74. 

The  attendance  at  the  various  Out-stations  has  been  uni- 
formly good,  with  one  exception — Thornbury.  But  as  I referred 
at  some  length  in  my  last  report  to  this  place,  I need  not  labour 
the  point.  Valuable  work  has  been  done  by  those  interested  in 
the  patients,  in  getting  them  to  attend  the  out-stations  and  also 
in  bringing  to  notice  defects  in  appliances,  etc.  Might  I stress  the 
value  of  the  periodic  inspection  of  splints,  and  other  appliances, 
by  local  doctors  and  nurses,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  delay  in 
having  any  defects  attended  to  by  the  instrument  or  boot  maker. 
It  is  most  important  that  such  appliances  are  kept  in  order,  lest 
the  full  benefit  of  treatment  is  not  obtained. 

49  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital  during  the  year  for  opera- 
tive and  remedial  treatment,  the  total  number  of  days  in  Hospital 
being  2,241. 

59  admissions  took  place,  the  difference  in  the  two  numbers 
being  accounted  for  owing  to  the  necessity  of  new  plasters  being 
fitted,  operative  cases  re-admitted  for  instruction  in  walking, 
massage,  and  other  remedial  treatment. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  some  cases  on  our  register  have  passed 
the  age  of  14,  and  thus  passed  out  of  the  scope  of  the  scheme,  but 
nevertheless,  these  cases  have  been  seen  at  various  Out-stations 
in  order  to  obtain  the  best  possible  result. 

May  I for  a moment  digress  and  plead  for  an  extension  of 
the  age  limit,  so  that  at  your  convenience  you  may  discuss  what 
will  be  the  best  means  of  extending  help  to  the  adolescent  and 
adult  cripple.  Such  cases  are  small  in  number,  and  I am  confident 
in  predicting  that  in  the  near  future  the  number  of  adult  cripples 
will  diminish  very  much.  The  public  at  large  are  becoming  more 
alive  to  the  fact  of  the  benefits  of  early  treatment  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  continually  emphasise  this.  Only  43  cases  out  of  a total 
of  390  were  admitted  to  Hospital  for  treatment,  i.e.,  11  per  cent., 
but  there  is  no  doubt  there  are  many  cases  who  would  benefit 
materially  by  a longer  stay  in  Hospital  than  was  possible. 

The  appointment  of  an  extra  Orthopaedic  Nurse  was  neces- 
sary in  order  to  ensure  that  close  “ follow  up  ” of  cases  which  is  an 
important  aspect  of  this  branch  of  surgery,  and  already  the  value 
of  her  services  has  manifested  itself.  The  opportunity  will  thus 
be  given  for  the  development  of  the  Bourton-on-the-Water  and 
Northleach  areas,  which  have  not  been  explored  as  fully  in  the 
past  as  was  desirable. 
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A review  of  the  number  and  types  of  cases  treated  during  the 
year. — Of  the  total  of  390  cases  treated  203  were  boys  and  187 
girls.  128  up  to  the  age  of  2 years,  212  up  to  the  age  of  5 years, 
i.e.,  one-third  of  the  cases  treated  were  under  the  age  of  2 years 
and  more  than  one-half  under  the  age  of  5 years. 

Flat-feet — 89.  The  majority  of  such  cases  have  been  treated 
by  wedged  shoes  and  remedial  exercises.  In  only  a few  cases 
has  it  been  necessary  to  mould  the  feet  under  an  anaesthetic. 
Included  in  this  group  are  20  cases  of  knock  knees  in  which 
flat  feet  are  a common  sequel.  In  few  cases  of  this  nature  an 
operation  was  necessary  to  cure  an  old-standing  deformity, 
which  did  not  respond  to  remedial  measures. 

Bow  legs — 75.  This  is  a condition  commonly  due  to  rickets, 
the  large  proportion  of  such  cases  respond  well  to  splintage 
manipulation,  and  dietetic  treatment,  only  a small  percentage 
requiring  an  operation  : such  an  operation  must  not  be  undertaken 
in  the  early  stages  as  the  deformities  are  due  to  soft  bones  conse- 
quent on  a deficiency  of  certain  salts.  Ultra  Violet  Ray  treatment 
is  of  much  value  in  such  a condition,  hence  the  desirability  of 
admitting  as  many  cases  of  this  type  to  Hospital  for  treatment. 

Infantile  Paralysis — 47.  There  have  been  very  few  recent 
cases  of  this  disease  in  the  County,  a matter  for  much,  satisfaction 
as  the  resulting  disablement  is  at  times  extreme.  I am  pleased 
to  say  that  we  have  had  the  opportunity  of  instituting  treatment 
from  the  first  in  the  cases  which  have  arisen,  and  thus  the  best 
possible  chance  of  getting  a recovery  in  the  affected  muscles  is 
procured.  At  the  risk  of  being  considered  a crank,  I must  plead 
for  special  recognition  of  such  cases  in  the  early  stage  : Postural 
treatment  for  all  affected  muscles  and  immediate  notification 
of  a suspected  case.  Only  in  this  way  can  we  hope  to  deal  satis- 
factorily with  such  a tragedy,  for  it  is  nothing  less. 

Congenital  talipes  equino  varus — 22.  The  results  in  this 
class  have  shown  a marked  improvement  owing  to  the  early 
opportunity  of  treatment  afforded.  Operations  need  only  be  of  a 
minor  nature  under  such  circumstances,  but  supervision  is  neces- 
sary until  the  child  walks  in  the  correct  way. 

Cleft  palate  and  hare  lip.  14  cases  have  been  operated  on  : 
the  lip  is  dealt  with  first  at  about  the  age  of  3-6  months  depending 
on  the  physical  condition  of  the  child.  It  is  important  to  effect 
a closure  of  the  palate  before  the  child  talks  lest  a nasal  accent  is 
cultivated  which  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  rid  of.  Obturators 
have  been  fitted  in  a few  cases  to  close  the  defect  in  the  hard 
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palate  by  a dentist,  according  to  the  latest  teaching  on  the  subject. 
Such  obturators  have  to  be  altered  from  time  to  time,  as  the  growth 
takes  place.  The  results  on  the  whole  have  been  gratifying. 

Scoliosis — 13  cases.  All  these  cases  are  treated  by  remedial 
exercises  under  supervision  and  massage.  A few  spinal  supports 
have  been  fitted  in  the  cases  due  to  Infantile  Paralysis  : such  cases 
are  specially  suited  for  Institutional  treatment  and  respond  well  to 
exercises.  The  remaining  cases  consist  of  minor  feet  deformities, 
congenital  absence  of  arm  bones,  Little’s  Disease,  Pes  Cavus,  and 
deformities  due  to  healed  tuberculous  lesions  of  the  joints. 

The  patients  treated  in  Hospital.  Operations  of  various 
types  were  performed  for  congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip, 
— from  the  simple  bloodless  reduction  and  retention  in  plaster  to 
the  severe  reconstruction  operation,  which  involves  making  a 
new  cavity  in  which  the  head  of  the  femur  is  placed.  In  the  early 
cases  a perfect  result  is  obtained,  while  in  the  older  neglected 
cases  a great  improvement  in  function  is  manifested.  The  other 
operations  done  include  wrenching,  etc.,  for  congenital  club 
feet  ; tendon  transplantation  for  infantile  paralysis  ; nerve 
crushing  in  cases  of  Little’s  disease  ; tumours  and  cysts  of  bone 
removed  and  as  mentioned  earlier  plastic  operations  on  the  lip  and 
palate.  One  case  was  in  Hospital  for  nearly  a year  and  is  still 
undergoing  treatment  in  Lydney  Hospital  : the  case  was  one  of 
acute  osteomyelitis  affecting  the  long  bones  of  both  limbs  and 
one  arm  ; certain  deformities  have  been  corrected,  but  further 
treatment  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  maximum  benefit. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  valued 
help  of  Miss  Rodenhurst,  who  has  carried  out  her  duties  in  a very 
praiseworthy  manner.  To  the  Matrons  and  Nurses  of  Hospitals 
and  Out-stations  I also  tender  my  thanks  for  the  interest  taken  in 
this  work.  The  work  done  by  the  staff  of  the  Cheltenham 
General  and  Eye  Hospitals  has  contributed  in  no  small  way  to 
the  results  obtained,  and  I acknowledge  their  help  with  gratitude. 

The  expansion  of  the  work  during  the  coming  year  may  be 
predicted  with  certainty,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  appealing 
to  this  Committee  for  its  sympathy  and  practical  support,  so  that 
the  ideal  may  be  attained. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  summary  showing  the  numbers  notified  in  each  district, 
together  with  the  numbers  removed  to  hospital  and  the  numbers 
of  deaths,  will  be  found  in  Table  II  at  the  end  of  the  report. 
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Small-Pox. 

Ten  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these  7, — 4 in 
Kingswood  Urban  District,  2 in  Mangotsfield  Urban  District 
and  1 in  Chipping  Sodbury  Rural  District — occurred  in  connection 
with  an  outbreak  in  Bristol  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  During 
this  outbreak  efforts  were  made  to  secure  widespread  vaccination, 
and  Dr.  Perrott,  of  Kingswood,  notes  that  the  fact  of  over  700 
persons  being  thus  protected  contributed  to  the  limit  of  the  spread 
in  his  area.  The  cases  occurred  amongst  contacts  with  known 
infected  persons  and  contacts  of  the  County  cases  were  similarly 
kept  under  observation. 

The  remaining  3 cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  the  East 
Dean  Rural  District  : the  primary  source  of  infection  was  not 
traced. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  in  1928  was  673,  a comparatively 
high  figure.  The  areas  of  greatest  prevalence  were  Cheltenham 
Municipal  Borough  (116  cases),  Chipping  Sodbury  Rural  District 
(81  cases),  Kingswood  Urban  District  (74  cases)  and  Mangotsfield 
Urban  District  (48  cases).  The  type  of  disease  appears  to  have 
been  of  the  same  mild  form  as  for  many  years  past,  but  2 of  the  4 
deaths  during  the  year  occurred  in  a small  group  of  4 cases  in 
the  Dursley  Rural  District. 

The  general  trend  of  the  incidence  of  the  disease  during  the 
past  thirty  years  is  set  out  in  the  following  summary  : — 


*10.  per  year. 
(Average.) 

1928 

1927 

1926 

1923- 

1925 

1920- 

1922 

1917- 

1919 

1914- 

1916 

1911- 

1913 

1908- 

1910 

1905- 

1907 

1902- 

1904 

1899- 

1901 

1896- 

1898 

es  

673 

728 

661 

672 

528 

293 

1152 

999 

648 

689 

1216 

1079 

1045 

iths  

4 

7 

5 

5 

5 

1 

14 

11 

7 

9 

22 

21 

21 

spital  Cases  ... 

350 

421 

316 

355 

218 

151 

582 

498 

286 

221 

371 

— 

— 

e Fatality  . . . 

.59 

.96 

.76 

.74 

OO 

00 

.46 

1.24 

1.07 

1.08 

1.26 

1.84 

1.98 

2.0 

In  addition  to  the  reduced  prevalence  the  most  striking  fact 
brought  out  in  this  statement  is  the  fall  in  the  fatality  rate  from 
about  2 deaths  to  100  cases  to  less  than  1 per  cent. 


Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  1928  was  202,  the  lowest 
in  any  one  year  except  1923,  when  178  occurred.  The  average 
fatality  (6.9  per  cent.)  also  was  comparatively  low,  but  that  very 
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fatal  outbreaks  may  still  occur  is  instanced  by  one  in  the  Warmley 
Rural  District  early  in  1929  with  40  cases,  of  wdiich  10  were  fatal  : 
a fuller  note  on  these  will  be  made  in  the  next  report. 

The  general  incidence  of  the  disease  from  1896  onwards  is 
set  out  in  the  following  statement  : — 


No.  per  year. 
(Average.) 

1928 

1927 

1926 

1923- 

1925 

1920- 

1922 

1917- 

1919 

1914- 

1916 

1911- 

1913 

1908- 

1910 

1905- 

1907 

1902- 

1904 

1899- 

1901 

189( 

189 

Cases  

202 

255 

295 

247 

384 

273 

476 

406 

479 

595 

374 

387 

30 

Deaths  

14 

19 

28 

19 

31 

29 

64 

27 

44 

51 

38 

52 

6 

Hospital  Cases  ... 

165 

182 

205 

153 

212 

174 

221 

126 

177 

146 

51 

— 

— 

Case  Fatality  . . . 

6.9 

7.45 

9.5 

7.8 

8.0 

10.6 

13.5 

6.6 

9.25 

8.5 

10.1 

13.5 

21. 

The  areas  of  greatest  prevalence  in  1928  were  Cheltenham 
Municipal  Borough  (59  cases),  and  Stroud  Rural  District  (37 
cases),  both  the  districts  with  largest  numbers  in  1926  also. 


Enteric  Fever. 

The  general  trend  of  the  incidence  in  the  part  thirty  years 
is  set  out  in  the  following  statement  : — 


No.  per  year. 
(Average.) 

1928 

1927 

1926 

1923- 

1925 

1920- 

1922 

1917- 

1919 

1914- 

1916 

1911- 

1913 

1908- 

1910 

1905- 

1907 

1902- 

1904 

1899- 

1901 

i89e 

189* 

Cases  

34 

40 

22 

51 

28 

41 

41 

51 

49 

65 

77 

141 

8* 

Deaths  

5 

5 

7 

6 

3 

7 

9 

6 

9 

9 

10 

23 

1* 

Hospital  Cases  ... 

22 

18 

9 

17 

14 

12 

14 

18 

19 

23 

18 

— 

— 

Case  Fatality  ... 

14.7 

12.5 

31.8 

11.7 

10.9 

17.9 

23.0 

11.8 

19.2 

13.8 

13.0 

16.1 

20. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  the  century  there  was  no  differentiation 
of  the  types  of  the  disease  which  were  distinguishable  only  as 
bacteriological  methods  developed.  The  main  groups  are  known 
as  enteric,  paratyphoid  A and  paratyphoid  B.  The  first  is 
mainly  water-borne  and  it  is  to  the  infection  of  water  supplies 
that  the  large  outbreaks  of  the  past  were  mainly  due  and  to  the 
improvement  in  these  supplies  that  their  disappearance  is  owing. 
The  paratyphoids  are  principally  caused  by  food  infections,  and 
there  has  been  considerable  prevalence  of  paratyphoid  B from 
infection  of  cream.  In  the  early  summer  of  1928  there  was  a 
somewhat  unusual  outbreak  of  that  form  apparently  due  to  the 


31 


infection  of  the  supply  of  water  for  two  parishes  in  the  Tetbury 
Rural  District — Shipton  Moyne  in  Gloucestershire  and  Long 
Newnton  in  Wilts  : 5 cases  occurred  in  Estcourt  House  in  the 
former  and  there  was  a sixth  case  in  the  latter.  Arrangements 
were  made  immediately  by  the  tenant  of  Estcourt  House  for  the 
regular  chlorination  of  the  wTater  and  this  is  being  continued, 
pending  the  provision  of  a satisfactory  alternative  supply. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  new  cards  during  1928  was  452.  Of  these, 
321  were  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  131  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  total  known  cases  in  the  County  each  year  and  the 
number  of  deaths  occurring  among  the  notified  population  year 
by  year  from  1913  are  : — 


Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Known  cases 

o / 

Known  cases 

o/ 

/o 

in  county 

Deaths. 

Death 

Survivors. 

in  county 

Deaths.  Death 

Survivor 

during  year. 

rate. 

during  year. 

rate. 

)13 

493 

41 

8.3 

452 

121 

13 

10.7 

108 

)14 

977 

209 

21.4 

768 

223 

25 

11.2 

198 

)15 

1,242 

214 

17.2 

1,028 

307 

36 

11.7 

271 

)16 

1,459 

345 

23.6 

1,114 

368 

50 

13.6 

318 

)17 

1,490 

242 

16.2 

1,248 

381 

35 

9.2 

346 

)18 

1,685 

260 

15.4 

1,425 

408 

27 

6.6 

381 

)19 

1,686 

234 

13.9 

1,452 

428 

39 

9.1 

389 

)20 

1,736 

211 

12.2 

1,525 

423 

25 

5.9 

398 

)21 

1,784 

190 

10.6 

1,594 

442 

25 

5.65 

417 

)22 

1,923 

248 

12.9 

1,675 

463 

29 

6.3 

434 

)23 

1,954 

191 

9.8 

1,763 

573 

51 

8.9 

522 

)24 

1,978 

237 

12.0 

1,741 

584 

33 

5.65 

551 

)25 

1,995 

240 

12.0 

1,755 

595 

28 

4.7 

567 

126 

2,009 

138 

6.8 

1.871 

713 

45 

6.4 

668 

127 

2,097 

194 

9.3 

1,903 

782 

34 

4.35 

748 

328 

2,158 

216 

10.0 

1,942 

847 

37 

4.4 

810 

From  this  statement  the  number  of  living  persons  known  to 
have  had  illness  attributed  to  tuberculosis  at  any  one  time  is 
increasing  more  or  less  steadily  : the  number  at  the  end  of  1928 
reported  to  have  had  pulmonary  trouble  is  about  double  that  in 
1915,  and  for  non-pulmonary  affection  about  three  times  the 
figure  of  thirteen  years  ago.  Under  the  arrangements  for  the 
removal  of  names  from  the  register  after  a period  of  non-activity 
of  the  disease,  under  Circular  549  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the 
names  of  335  persons  with  pulmonary  affection  have  been  removed 
in  the  past  three  years  (55  in  1928),  leaving  1,607  on  the  register, 
and  106  with  non-pulmonary  trouble  (19  in  1928),  leaving  704 
on  the  register. 
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The  fatality  among  the  known  tuberculous  population  has 
ranged  round  10  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  past  nine  years  for 
persons  with  pulmonary  disease,  while  for  the  non-pulmonary 
forms  it  has  tended  towards  4 or  5 per  cent. 

Between  1901  and  1928  the  fall  in  the  death  rate  among  the 
total  population  has  been  from  .86  per  1,000  persons  to  .61  for 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  from  .31  to  .15  for  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

The  work  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Scheme  is  indicated  in  the  following  paragraphs  : — 

DISPENSARIES. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officers  attend  weekly  at  six  dispensaries 
and  periodically  visit  seven  Out- Stations.  They  also  see  patients 
unable  to  attend  at  one  of  these  places  in  their  homes  and  hold 
frequent  consultations  with  the  usual  medical  attendants.  In 
1928  in  addition  to  the  work  set  out  in  the  following  table,  the 
Tuberculosis  Officers  held  555  consultations,  saw  319  patients 
at  Out-Stations,  and  paid  206  home  visits. 

The  new  cases  reported  and  the  attendances  at  dispensaries 
year  by  year  were  : — 


New  Cases  reported.  * Work  of  Dispensaries. 


Pulmonary.  Other  forms. 

Total. 

New  Cases. 

Persons  seen. 

Attendance* 

1915. 

..  542 

137 

679 

921 

? 

4,741 

1916. 

..  476 

116 

592 

749 

? 

3,743 

1917. 

..  417 

80 

497 

734 

1,216 

4,069 

1918. 

..  456 

65 

521 

879 

1,483 

5,211 

1919. 

..  403 

57 

460 

693* 

1,218* 

5,233 

1920. 

..  388 

65 

453 

639* 

1,193* 

5,005 

1921. 

..  337 

58 

395 

620 

1,311 

5,346 

1922. 

..  373 

63 

436 

557 

1,318 

5,553 

1923. 

..  345 

127 

472 

597 

1,288 

5,886 

1924. 

..  315 

112 

427 

689 

1,485 

6,465 

1925. 

..  332 

68 

400 

718 

1,597 

5,883 

1926. 

..  286 

172 

458 

698 

1,793 

5,811 

1927. 

..  280 

131 

411 

677 

1,714 

5,579 

1928. 

..  321 

131 

452 

647 

1,727 

5,785 

♦Excluding  City. 


SHELTERS. 

The  number  of  shelters  in  use  during  1928  was  103.  The 
number  of  patients  to  whom  they  were  newly  loaned  during  the 
year  was  36,  and  the  total  persons  who  had  the  use  of  a shelter 
during  1928  was  139. 
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RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 

With  the  completion  of  the  extensions  at  Standish  House  in 
1928  the  total  accommodation  available  at  that  Institution  is 
as  follows  : — 

Male  Beds- 

Early  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Advanced  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

— 74 


Female  Beds — 

Early  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Children — 

General  cases  (including  6 observation  beds)  112 
Surgical  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Adult-Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 
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Accommodation  is  also  available  for  36  advanced  cases  at 
the  Gloucester  and  Stroud  Isolation  Hospitals,  and  for  10  surgical 
cases  at  the  Cheltenham  General  Hospital. 

The  admissions  to  these  beds,  year  by  year,  were  : — 


Beds  available. 


Admissions. 


Early  cases  in  both  sexes  and 
advanced  cases  among 
males 

100  -I 

iUU  \F.26 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

Standish  House  

l. 

/ 

133f 

135f 

102t 

170 

178 

130 

136 

140 

127 

119 

Surgical  Gases.  Adults 
Advanced  cases  in  City  and 

' 

7 

Stroud  Isolation  Hospitals 
Surgical  Cases.  Cheltenham 

38 

69 

78 

97 

80 

59 

84 

72 

51 

50 

73 

General  Hospital 

Children. 

10 

23 

34 

23 

14 

24 

25 

16 

9 

20 

11 

(a)  Alexandra  Home 

— 

33 

24 

21 

25 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( b ) Standish  House 

78 

— 

— 

— 

40 

68 

93 

89 

89 

75 

91 

(Surgical  Cases)’ 

— 

2 

t For  these  years,  the  Sanatorium  was  Cranham  Lodge. 


HOME  VISITS  BY  NURSES. 

The  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  is  supplemented  by 
visits  to  the  homes  of  patients  by  nurses  with  a view  to  their 
directions  being  carried  out  and  to  improvements  in  the  conditions 
under  which  the  patients  are  living.  The  nurses  undertaking 
this  work  in  1928  were  the  8 County  Health  Superintendents,  3 
whole-time  Health  Visitors,  and  127  District  Nurses. 
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The  numbers  of  these  visits  have  increased  from  4,578  in 
1917  to  10,139  in  1928. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

From  the  following  summary  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number 
of  new  cases  attending  for  examination  has  increased  noticeably 
in  the  past  three  years  : — 


New  Cases.  All  Cases. 


Syphilis. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Gonor- 

rhoea. 

Not 

Venereal. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Attend- 

ances. 

In-patient  Specimens 
days.  examined 

1917 

31 

2 

15 

13 

61* 

25* 

36* 

258* 

524* 

75* 

1918 

77 

7 

77 

58 

219 

135* 

76* 

1,090 

662 

214* 

1919 

125 

16 

143 

68 

352 

264* 

74* 

2,729 

1,549 

249* 

1920 

192 

7 

159 

64 

422 

280* 

134* 

3,982 

1,035 

527* 

1921 

103 

6 

87 

91 

287 

175* 

65* 

3.292 

1,083 

484* 

1922 

94 

3 

77 

51 

225 

not 

50  f 

2,727 

810 

422* 

1923 

80 

2 

72 

76 

230 

89f 

75+ 

3,322 

654 

632* 

1924 

82 

5 

100 

80 

267 

148t 

92+ 

3,655 

716 

697* 

1925 

87 

— 

94 

101 

282 

138* 

121* 

3,729 

876 

986* 

1926 

57 

— 

102 

73 

232 

131* 

80* 

3,564 

718 

1,016* 

1927 

98 

— 

94 

123 

315 

160* 

118* 

4,363 

1,073 

1,030* 

1928 

86 

3 

120 

148 

357 

170 

140* 

5,511 

639 

670* 

* Excluding  Bristol  Hospitals, 
t Excluding  Bristol  and  Gloucester  Hospitals. 


The  increase  in  the  numbers  that  were  reported  as  not  being 
cases  of  venereal  disease  is  satisfactory,  showing,  as  it  does,  a 
tendency  to  seek  treatment  early.  Associated  with  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  are  record  figures  for  attendances,  which 
reached  a maximum  of  5,511. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL  WORK. 

Examinations  of  specimens  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council 
are  made  in  the  Laboratories  of  the  Bristol  University  and 
Gloucestershire  Royal  Infirmary.  The  numbers  year  by  year 


are  : — 

Enteric  Tuber-  Cerebrospinal 


Diphtheria . 

1905-14  yearly  average  1,553 

Fever. 

49 

culosis. 

207 

Fever. 

Others. 

Total. 

1,809 

1915 

...  1,713 

31 

369 

6 

— 

2,119 

1916 

721 

32 

348 

1 

— 

1,102 

1917 

716 

57 

523 

8 

— 

1,304 

1918 

687 

35 

517 

6 

— 

1,245 

1919 

506 

20 

569 

2 

8 

1,105 

1920 

...  1,352 

29 

692 

2 

6 

2,081 

1921 

...  2,465 

37 

804 

— 

2 

3,308 

1922 

...  1,459 

35 

1,108 

3 

— 

2,605 

1923 

682 

112 

1,347 

5 

— 

2,146 

1924 

...  1,215 

84 

1,822 

4 

— 

3,125 

1925 

...  4,106 

38 

2,286 

1 

— 

6,431 

1926 

...  2,940 

25 

2,122 

2 

2 

5,091 

1927 

...  2,649 

50 

2,445 

5 

6 

5,155 

1928 

• • • 

...  2,209 

59 

2,438 

2 

10 

4 718 

35 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

A very  definite  step  towards  improving  the  resources  of  the 
County  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  was  made 
during  1928  in  the  south  of  the  County.  Prior  to  the  agreement 
being  reached,  the  position  was  as  follows  : The  Chipping  Sodbury 
Rural  District  Council  possessed  a house  with  a small  extension 
which  was  originally  purchased  in  1896  for  the  isolation  of  cases 
of  small-pox,  but  was  subsequently  used  for  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria.  The  Thornbury  Rural  District  Council  acquired 
some  contractors’  huts  for  the  same  purpose,  but  these  had  been 
of  no  use  for  many  years.  Kingswood  Urban  District  Council 
had  a small  iron  and  wood  building  erected  in  1904  near  their 
sewage  disposal  works.  The  Warmley  Rural  District  Council 
bought  the  Mangotsfield  Manor  House,  with  4 acres  of  ground, 
in  December  1911,  and  adapted  it  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  etc.  : the  equipment  was  improved 
subsequently,  e.g.  a steam  disinfector  was  added  in  1912  and  a 
motor  ambulance  was  acquired  in  1921.  In  1914  an  agreement 
was  effected  whereby  the  Kingswood  Urban  District  Council  was 
given  the  use  of  8 of  the  22  beds  in  this  hospital,  and  in  1920  an 
arrangement  was  made  whereby  a few  cases  were  taken  from  the 
Chipping  Sodbury  and  Thornbury  Rural  District.  At  a conference 
of  the  five  authorities  concerned  in  1928  it  was  agreed  to  accept 
the  offer  of  the  Chipping  Sodbury  Rural  District  Council  of  their 
small-pox  hospital  and  to  extend  the  accommodation  to  20  beds 
by  building  another  block  with  central  heating  and  hot  water 
supply.  Provision  was  further  made  for  cases  of  other  infectious 
diseases  by  a more  definite  arrangement  for  their  admission  from 
the  Chipping  Sodbury  and  Thornbury  Rural  District  to  the 
Mangotsfield  Hospital. 

With  this  agreement  effected  it  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
table  that  isolation  accommodation  of  a more  or  less  satisfactory 
character  is  available  for  almost  the  whole  of  the  County. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 
GENERAL  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Authority.  Situation  of  Hospital.  Districts  Served. 

Cirencester  Infectious  Chesterton,  Cirencester  U.D. 

Diseases  Joint  Hospital  Cirencester  ,,  R.D. 

Committee 


Population. 

7,422 

11,980 


19,402 


East  Dean  and  United 
Districts  Joint  Hos- 
pital Board 


‘ The  Wilderness,” 
Mitcheldean 


Awre  U.D.  1,147 

Newnham  U.D  1,181 

Westbury-on-  1,791 

Severn  U.D. 

East  Dean  R.D.  20,486 

Coleford  U.D.*  2,781 

West  Dean  R.D.*  14,650 


24,605 

17,431 


42,036 


Dursley  Rural  District  “ The  Moors,” 
Council  Coaley 

The  Delancey  Hospital  Cheltenham 
Trustees 


Dursley  R.D 


Cheltenham  M.B. 
Charlton  Kings 

U.D. 

Cheltenham  R.D. 
Stow-on-the-Wold 

R.D. 

Northleach  R.D. 
Winchcombe  R.D. 


12,560 


48,430 

4,379 

5,197 

6,223 

7,564 

8,914 


80,707 


Gloucester  Corporation  Over 


Gloucester  Port  Sani-  Sharpness 
tary  Authority 

Lydney  Rural  District  Alvington 
Council 

Stroud  Joint  Hospital  Cashes  Green, 
Board  Cainscross 


Gloucester  C.B. 
Gloucester  R.D 
Newent  R.D. 


Gloucester  Port 
Sanitary  District 

Lydney  R.D., 


Nailsworth  U.D. 
Stroud  U.D. 
Stroud  R.D. 
Wheatenhurst  R.D 


51,330 

13,113 

6,610 


3,148 

8,543 

28,682 

6,153 


71,053 


9,844 


46,526 


Tewkesbury  Joint  Hos-  Tredington 
pital  Board 


Tewkesbury  U.D. 
Tewkesbury  R.D3 


4,704 

4,687 


9,391 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 


Population. 


12,951 

10,050 

8,426 

18,864 

21,105 

71,396 


1,205 

1,593 
3,530 

5,123 

1,048 

1,728 

3,239 

5,418 

51,330 
County  329,346 

380,676 

* Provisional  arrangements  agreed  during  1928. 

An  arrangement  whereby  cases  are  admitted  into  the 
Wilderness  Hospital,  in  the  East  Dean  Rural  District,  from 
Coleford  Urban  District  and  West  Dean  Rural  District,  was 
reached  in  1928,  but  has  not  yet  been  placed  on  a permanent 
basis. 

Provision  for  the  isolation  of  small-pox  follows  much  the 
same  lines.  The  principal  exceptions  are  : ( a ) For  the  purposes 
of  the  County  of  Gloucester  (Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Small- 
pox) Regulations  of  1917,  the  Delancey  Trustees  (Cheltenham) 
erected  a permanent  nucleus  of  a small-pox  hospital  at  Elmstone 
Hardwicke  which  is  available  for  cases  from  4 urban  and  8 rural 
districts  in  the  north-east  of  the  County,  including  the  two 
Tetbury  districts  ; ( b ) the  districts  west  of  the  Severn  were  formed 
a Joint  Hospital  Board  under  Provisional  Order  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  of  1924,  and  under  this  Order  the  Green  Bottom  Hospital 
serves  4 urban  and  4 rural  districts  ; (c)  Dursley  Rural  District 
has  only  the  use  of  the  house  purchased  in  1896,  used  sometimes 
for  small-pox  and  sometimes  for  cases  of  other  infectious  diseases. 


Authority. 


GENERAL  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Situation  of  Hospital.  Districts  Served. 


V armley  and  Mangots-  Mangotsfield 
field  Joint  Hospital 
Committee 


Ivingswood  U.D. 
Mangotsfield  U.D. 
Warmley  R.D. 
Thornbury  R.D. 
Chipping  Sodbury 
R.D. 


>ther  Areas  : — - 

Stow  U.D. 

Tetbury  U.D. 

,,  R.D. 

Faringdon  R.D. 

Marston  Sicca  R.D 

Peb worth  R.D. 

Campden  R.D. 


Arrangements. 

None 

“ Permissive  ” with  Ciren- 
cester Isolation  Hospital 

With  Abingdon  Joint  Iso- 
lation Hospital 

With  Stratford-on-Avon  Iso- 
lation Hospital 

With  Evesham  Isolation 
Hospital 

With  Shipston  on  Stour 
Isolation  Hospital 


City 
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HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  general  progress  in  the  provision  of  new  houses  since 


shown  in 

the  following  statement  : — 

Under 

Schemes. 

Privately. 

Total. 

1919  ... 

. . . 

53 

53 

1920  ... 

98 

74 

172 

1921  ... 

...  865 

171 

1,036 

1922  ... 

...  637 

188 

825 

1923  ... 

12 

380 

392 

1924  ... 

92 

516 

608 

1925  ... 

...  165 

736 

901 

1926  ... 

...  313 

784 

1,097 

1927  ... 

...  645 

791 

1,436 

1928  ... 

...  286f 

658f 

944f 

Total 

• • • 

...  3,113 

4,351 

7,464 

f Exclusive  of  Mangotsfield  and  Stow-on-the-Wold  U.D.,  Stroud,  Warmley  and 

West  Dean  K.D. 


It  is  regretted  that  the  statement  included  in  the  above  and 
Table  IV  at  the  end  of  the  report  is  incomplete  with  respect  to 
1928  owing  to  information  with  respect  to  5 districts  not  being 
yet  available.  On  the  figures  so  far  received  there  was  a con- 
siderable reduction  Jn  building  activity  : the  number  of  houses 
erected  by  District  Councils  was  less  than  half  that  in  1927,  and 
there  was  a decrease  of  over  100  in  the  number  built  by  private 
enterprise.  The  only  districts  in  which  any  large  number  of 
houses  were  erected  by  local  authorities  in  1928  were  Cheltenham 
Municipal  Borough  (113  houses),  Dursley  Rural  District  (88) 
and  Thornbury  Rural  District  (50). 

Taking  the  County  as  a whole,  in  November  1919  the  total  of 
the  estimates  of  District  Councils  of  the  requirements  in  their 
respective  districts  was  6,400  new  houses.  At  the  low  pre-war 
rate  of  350  new  houses  a year  the  ordinary  number  of  houses 
erected  in  the  past  9 years  would  have  been  3,150  houses  : the 
number  actually  erected  (exclusive  of  the  districts  mentioned  in 
the  footnote  to  the  table)  was  7,464.  The  estimated  deficit  of 
6,400  of  1919  has  therefore  been  reduced  by  4,314  from  6,400  to 
2,086  ; the  accumulated  deficiency  in  1927  was  2,789,  in  1926 
3,937,  and  in  1925  4,531. 

The  total  needs  are  therefore  being  gradually  met,  mainly 
owing  to  the  activities  in  the  following  11  districts,  which,  between 
them,  account  for  2,300  of  the  3,100  houses  built  under  Council 
schemes  : Cheltenham  Municipal  Borough  (525),  Coleford  Urban 
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District  (70),  Stroud  Urban  District  (104),  Campden  Rural  District 
(116),  Chipping  Sodbury  Rural  District  (244),  Cirencester  Rural 
District  (156),  Dursley  Rural  District  (336),  Lydney  Rural  District 
(135),  Thornbury  Rural  District  (253),  Warmley  Rural  District 
(142),  and  West  Dean  Rural  District  (222).  There  are,  however, 
parts  of  the  County  in  which  very  little  has  been  done  : large 
districts  in  which  very  few  houses  have  been  built  by  the  authorities 
since  the  war  are  East  Dean  Rural  District  (22),  Northleach 
Rural  District  (10)  and  Tetbury  Rural  District  (0). 

On  the  other  hand,  little  has  yet  been  done  to  improve 
existing  houses,  and  it  is  this  direction  that  probably  offers  the 
most  useful  opportunities  now  for  improving  the  general  standard 
of  housing.  It  is  less  costly  than  the  building  of  new  houses  and 
at  the  same  time  a reduction  in  available  accommodation  can  be 
avoided  by  rescuing  houses  from  dilapidation.  A very  interesting 
example  was  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1921  in  the  restoration 
of  two  thatched  semi-detached  cottages  in  Suffolk  at  a total  cost 
of  £722,  of  which  £600  was  given  by  Sir  Philip  S.  Stott,  for  the 
two  at  a time  when  less  commodious  new  cottages  were  costing 
£950  each.  Such  restoration  requires  ingenuity  in  order  to  pre- 
serve local  characteristics.  The  Council  for  the  Preservation  of 
Rural  England  have  established  panels  of  architects  who  are 
willing,  without  charge,  to  assist  local  authorities  and  others  in 
the  general  preservation  of  the  amenities  of  rural  areas  in  con- 
nection wdth  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act. 

The  number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  applications 
were  made  to  the  County  Council  for  loans  and  grants  under  this 
Act  is  small — in  1927  12,  and  in  1928  9.  In  4 cases  in  1927 
the  Council  agreed  to  make  grants,  and  in  1928  in  respect  of  a 
further  2.  At  their  meeting  on  11th  July,  1928,  the  Council 
agreed  to  concur  in  the  application  of  any  District  Council  for 
approval  by  the  Minister  of  Health  as  the  authority  under  the 
Act  : by  the  end  of  the  year  4 authorities  had  been  so  approved 
— Cheltenham  Municipal  Borough,  and  Chipping  Sodbury,  East 
Dean  and  Gloucester  Rural  District  Councils. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Increasing  attention  is  given  to  the  general  question  of  the 
need  for  a general  survey  of  the  water  resources  of  the  country 
and  to  proposals  for  their  conservation  and  their  utilisation  to 
the  best  advantage.  This  attitude  is  exemplified  in  the  booklet 
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on  “ Regional  Water  Committees,”  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  with  the  approval  of  the  Advisory  Committee  on  Water, 
in  November  1928.  The  aim  of  such  Regional  Committees 
would  be  to  formulate  programmes  for  meeting  in  the  best  and 
most  economical  way  the  present  and  prospective  water  needs 
of  the  area  for  a long  period  ahead,  and  to  co-ordinate  water 
undertakings  with  a view  to  efficiency  and  economy.  This  booklet 
was  followed  in  March  1929  by  a report  of  the  Advisory  Committee 
on  Water  on  “ Rural  Water  Supplies  ” : the  recommendations 
in  this  report  include  : — 

1.  Increase  in  the  borrowing  powers  of  local  authorities. 
(This  is  effected  by  Sect.  74  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929.) 

2.  Power  to  require  extensions  of  mains  by  water  under- 
takers in  area  of  supply. 

3.  Powder  to  Minister  of  Health  to  remove  unsupplied 
parishes  from  limits  of  supply  of  undertakers. 

4.  The  encouragement  of  good  public  wells  wdiere  piped 
supplies  are  impracticable. 

5.  Powers  for  safeguarding  the  use  of  rain  water. 

In  the  last  the  Committee  recognise  the  fact  that  greater  advantage 
might  be  taken  of  direct  rain  water  as  a source  of  supply.  As  an 
example,  they  give  the  circumstances  of  a bungalow  with  575 
sq.  ft.  roof  area  : the  water  available  from  a rainfall  of  30  inches 
a year  would  give  5.9.  g.p.d.  for  each  of  four  occupants  and  a 
storage  tank  with  a minimum  of  1,000  g.  capacity  (40  days) 
should  be  provided. 

The  largest  scheme  under  consideration  during  1928  was  that 
for  the  supply  of  Coleford  Urban  and  West  Dean  Rural  Districts. 
A Local  Inquiry  was  held  on  19th  September  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  into  an  application  by  the  Councils  to  borrow  £61,000  for 
the  supply  of  these  districts  from  a boring  in  the  Old  Red  Sand- 
stone at  Upper  Redbrook  : it  appeared  that  the  yield  of  200,000 
g.p.d.  was  less  by  50,000  than  the  quantity  estimated  to  be 
required,  and  three  supplemental  sources  were  under  considera- 
tion. It  was  hoped  that  a grant  from  the  Unemployment  Grants 
Committee  would  be  forthcoming  and  that  the  work  would  be 
commenced  in  1929. 

The  solution  of  the  long-standing  question  of  a supply  for 
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Cleeve  Hill,  in  the  Winchcombe  Rural  District,  had  not  been 
found,  but  proposals  for  utilising  a large  spring  at  Charlton 
Abbots  was  again  under  consideration,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there 
will  be  some  definite  outcome  during  1929. 

The  supply  of  Newnham  Urban  District  was  the  subject  of 
much  discussion  : alternative  courses  were  the  purchase  of  the 
privately  owned  supply  and  its  supplementation  by  driving  an 
adit  into  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  and  the  taking  of  water  in  bulk 
from  the  East  Dean  Rural  District.  A decision  was  reached  in 
favour  of  the  former  at  a cost  of  £100  to  £200  for  the  boring. 

A long-standing  difficulty  at  Withington,  in  the  Northleach 
Rural  District,  has  been  overcome  by  a supply  of  water  for  the 
village  being  provided  privately  : formerly  many  houses  were 
dependent  on  water  from  the  stream. 

Trouble  arose  at  Shipton  Moyne  in  the  Tetbury  Rural  Dis- 
trict in  June  owing  to  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  paratyphoid 
fever,  attributed  to  the  water  supply,  which  is  privately  owned 
and  is  distributed  in  two  parishes  in  the  district — one,  Shipton 
Moyne,  in  Gloucestershire,  and  the  other,  Long  Newnton,  in 
Wiltshire.  As  soon  as  the  water  was  suspected,  the  tenant  of 
Estcourt  House,  in  Shipton  Moyne,  installed  chlorinating  plant, 
which  greatly  improved  the  bacteriological  condition  of  the  water. 
This  chlorination  has  been  continued  pending  a satisfactory 
solution  of  the  matter  by  the  District  Council. 

No  progress  appears  to  have  been  made  in  providing  a 
satisfactory  supply  of  water  for  Upton,  Matson  (parts)  and 
Hempsted  (parts)  in  the  Gloucester  Rural  District,  but  Ruardean, 
in  the  East  Dean  Rural  District,  is  now  supplied  from  the 
Cinderford  Water  Works,  and  an  engineer  is  considering  a supply 
for  Cam,  in  the  Dursley  Rural  District. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  conditions  in  various  places  have  been  under  considera- 
tion during  the  year,  the  largest  question  being  the  drainage  of 
Chipping  Campden,  in  the  Campden  Rural  District,  where  the 
old  sewers  are  reported  to  be  very  defective,  and  the  stream  is 
polluted  seriously.  A scheme  for  the  town  has  been  prepared 
and  was  estimated  to  cost  £10,000  ; it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  carried 
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out  with  the  assistance  of  an  unemployment  grant  during  the 
coming  year. 

The  stream  at  Cow  Honeybourne,  in  the  Pebworth  Rural 
District,  has  been  cleared,  and  the  District  Council  agreed  to 
put  an  intercepting  tank  on  the  sewer,  but  the  latter  has  not 
yet  been  constructed. 

At  Chipping  Sodbury  the  bed  of  the  mill  stream  has  been 
cleaned  and  a sewer  with  an  intercepting  tank  has  been  laid  to 
serve  one  part  of  the  town.  Minor  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  at  the  disposal  works  at  Ebley,  in  the  Stroud  Rural 
District,  and  at  Tetbury,  and  in  the  drainage  of  some  other  places 
in  the  County.  The  rectification  of  defects  in  the  disposal  works 
for  Cam  and  Dursley,  in  the  Dursley  Rural  District,  was  not 
completed  by  the  end  of  1928. 


SURVEY  OF  STREAMS  AND  RIVERS. 

There  was  no  general  survey  of  the  Severn  during  1928,  but 
series  of  examinations  were  made  in  various  parts.  In  Gloucester- 
shire, they  included  samplings  in  the  two  arms  of  the  river  and 
at  Minsterworth  Ferry,  by  Dr.  Jee,  the  Chemist  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  in  July  : a half-hour  series  for  twenty- 
four  hours  at  Sandhurst  and  at  Minsterworth  by  the  County 
Analyst  the  following  month  : and  a half-hourly  series  round  the 
flood  tide  at  Minsterworth  for  a week  between  28th  September 
and  5th  October.  As  a result  of  these  and  previous  surveys, 
information  is  accumulating  as  to  the  general  condition  of  the 
river  and  as  to  directions  in  which  the  work  can  be  most  usefully 
done  in  future.  Dr.  Jee’s  general  conclusion  is  that  cc  for 
the  most  part  (there  is)  an  adequacy  of  dissolved  oxygen  in  the 
main  non-tidal  River  Severn,  except  at  certain  local  positions 
which  are  now  well  defined,  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  fishery 
and  sanitary  requirements  . . . and  the  present  condition  of  the 
river,  as  far  as  can  be  judged,  calls  for  no  further  anxiety.” 

It  was  recommended  that  further  observation  should  be 
made  at  Over  Bridge  and  Minsterworth  Ferry  and  on  the  tribu- 
taries— the  Chelt  and  the  Frome.  Also  it  was  agreed  that 
Cheltenham  Municipal  Borough  should  co-operate  with  the 
Chemist  to  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  in  maintaining 
observation  of  the  Severn  at  Tewkesbury,  where  the  Corporation 
draw  water  for  the  supply  of  the  town  and  places  on  the  way. 
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SURVEY  OF  DAIRY  CATTLE  AMD  BACTERIOLOGICAL 

EXAMINATIONS  OF  MILK. 

The  fourth  survey  of  the  dairy  cattle  in  the  County  by  the 
Veterinary  Inspectors  was  completed  in  April  1929.  The  results 
of  the  four  surveys  are  compared  in  the  following  statement  : — 
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During  1928  23  reports  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1915, 
were  received  from  3 Authorities.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
special  visits  to  the  farms  concerned  and  examinations  of  the 
cattle  and  of  samples  of  milk. 

In  addition  to  these  examinations,  authority  was  also  given 
by  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Committee  for  bacterial  counts  of 
milks.  This  work  was  not  commenced  until  April  1928. 

Details  of  the  examinations  are  given  below  : — 

EXAMINATION  OE  MILKS  FOE  “ BACTERIAL  COUNTS.” 

SUMMARY  OF  NUMBERS  REPORTED  TO  COMMITTEE. 

Results  reported. 

Nos.  Examined.  Counts  ranging  B.Coli.  found.  Absent. 

rom  lc.c.  1/lOc.c.  l/100c.c.  1 /lOOOc.c. 

Public  Health  Committee. 

June, 1928 — 

Glos.  R.I.  ...  15 

Bristol  Univ.  ...  37 

— 52  2,200-  975,000  21  3 1 27 

September,  1928 — 

Glos.  R.I.  ...  7 

Bristol  Univ.  ...  11 

— 18  2,000-4,000,000  6 9 2 - 

December,  1928 — 

Bristol  Agricultural 


Laboratory  ... 

27 

5,000-4,000,000  - 

4 

4 

18 

1 

March,  1929 — 

Ditto 

29 

960-1,200,000  9 

5 

- 

6 

9 

June,  1929 — 

Ditto 

13 

— 69 

1 ,000-uncountable- 

1 

7 

5 

Total  to  date  139 


EXAMINATION  OF  FOODS  AND  DRUGS. 

The  County  Analyst  makes  the  following  observations  on 
the  examinations  made  during  1928. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1928,  806  samples 
have  been  examined  under  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc., 
in  Food)  Regulations,  of  which  94  wTere  either  adulterated  or  did 
not  satisfy  the  standards  laid  down  by  the  various  regulations. 
This  represents  11.7  of  the  number  taken,  which  is  a reduction 
on  the  percentage  for  the  past  two  years,  the  figures  for  1926-27 
being  15  per  cent,  and  12.6  per  cent,  respectively. 

The  samples  of  milk  submitted  numbered  485,  of  which  74 
were  adulterated.  This  represents  15.3  per  cent,  of  the  number 
taken,  and  is  lower  than  the  figure  for  last  year,  which  was 
14.5  per  cent.  I would  point  out  that  the  above  averages  are 
very  much  higher  than  the  figures  for  the  whole  country.  The 
Ministry  of  Health  Returns  for  the  year  1927-28  show  that  the 
number  of  adulterated  samples  was  5.5  per  cent,  for  the  whole 
country,  and  in  the  case  of  milks,  the  number  of  adulterated 
samples  was  6.9  per  cent. 
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The  samples  of  milk  taken  show  that  the  quality  of  milk 
produced  in  the  County  is  exceptionally  good,  the  average  figures 
both  for  the  fat  content  and  non-fatty  solids  being  well  above  the 
minimum  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  genuine  milk. 
The  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


Board  of  Agriculture 

Average  figures  for  1928.  standard  for  genuine  milk 

% % 

Non -fatty  Solids  ...  ...  8.79  8.50 

Fat  ...  " 3.67  3.00 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  12.46  11.50 

There  have  been  many  cases  of  adulteration  during  the  year, 
all  of  which  would  be  of  a more  serious  nature  if  compared  with 
average  milk  rather  than  with  the  minimum  standard  laid  down 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  The  most  serious  case  was  at 
Dursley,  when  samples  were  taken  from  a certain  farmer  in  course 
of  delivery  under  contract,  and  the  four  churns  were  found  to 
contain  26.9  per  cent,  water,  19.1  per  cent,  water,  51.3  per  cent, 
water,  and  18.7  per  cent.  wrater  and  46  per  cent,  separated  milk 
respectively.  This  vendor  was  fined  £10  in  each  case  and  £14 
14s.  Od.  costs,  making  £54  14s.  Od.  in  all. 

In  several  cases  wdiere  a retailer  has  been  caught  with 
watered  milk  we  have  been  able  to  trace  the  offence  to  the  farmer, 
and  by  taking  samples  in  course  of  delivery  from  the  farmer  to 
the  retailer  we  have  been  able  to  bring  the  offence  home  to  the 
actual  culprit. 

Twenty- eight  cases  of  adulteration  were  taken  before  the 
Magistrates,  and  convictions  were  obtained  in  25  cases.  In  2 
cases  where  samples  have  been  found  deficient  in  fat,  the  vendor 
has  asked  for  appeal-to-the-cow  samples  to  be  taken,  which,  upon 
analysis,  showed  that  the  cows  were  giving  very  poor  milk, 
corresponding  to  the  original  sample.  As  the  law  exists  at  the 
present  time,  the  vendor  is  perfectly  entitled  to  sell  this  very 
poor  milk  as  genuine  milk,  but  from  a public  health  point  of  view, 
the  position  is  a very  serious  one. 

One  sample  of  Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre  was  deficient  to  the 
extent  of  56.6  per  cent,  of  Ethyl  Nitrite,  which  is  the  active  in- 
gredient, and  the  vendor  was  fined  5s.  and  £1  11s.  6d.  costs. 

One  sample  of  Ginger  Beer  contained  Salicylic  Acid  as 
preservative,  which  is  prohibited  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre- 
servatives, etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  and  as  this  was  the  first 
case  taken  in  the  district,  he  was  ordered  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
prosecution. 

The  fines  inflicted  during  the  past  year  have  been  more 
substantial  than  in  the  past,  and  this  should  act  as  a deterrent. 

Fines  ranging  from  5s.  to  £10  were  imposed,  totalling  in  all 
£204  19s.  Od. 


Samples  examined  1908 — 1928. 

(Figures  in  brackets  are  the  numbers  found  adulterated). 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929. 

This  Act,  which  was  passed  on  27th  March,  1929,  provides 
Por  the  transfer  of  the  functions  of  Boards  of  Guardians  to  the 
bounty  Council  as  from  1st  April,  1930,  and  places  certain  addi- 
tional duties  with  respect  to  highways  and  health  administration 
m County  Councils.  Amongst  the  duties  affecting  public  health 
md  maternity  and  child  welfare  committees  are  the  following  : — 

(1)  Care  of  the  sick  at  present  under  the  care  of  Boards  of 
Guardians. 

(2)  Administration  of  vaccination  for  small-pox. 

(3)  Registration  of  Births  and  Deaths. 

(4)  Re-arrangements  of  County  Districts. 

(5)  Formulation  of  arrangements  for  the  appointment  of 
whole-time  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

(6)  Preparation  of  schemes  for  isolation  accommodation  for 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

(7)  Infant  Life  Protection  functions  under  Part  I of  the 
Children  Act,  1908. 

(8)  Care  of  sick  and  crippled  children  ; care  of  children  with- 
out suitable  homes ; provision  of  nursing  and  of  milk  for 
children  ; and  the  care  of  pregnant,  parturient  and  nursing 
mothers. 

(9)  Greater  responsibilities  in  connection  with  matters  of 
water  supply,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  and  pro- 
vision of  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  disease. 

Schemes  in  respect  of  some  of  the  above  matters,  for  example, 
Registration  of  Births  and  Deaths,  combinations  of  districts  for 
appointment  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  provision  of  hospitals, 
must  be  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  by  prescribed  dates. 
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TABLE  A.  1928. 

Health  Staff. 


Urban. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Awre 

» • • 

..  0.  W.  Andrews  ... 

• • • 

H.  E.  W.  Hook 

Charlton  Kings 

* • • 

...  A.  Barrett  Cardew 

• • • 

F.  A.  Middleton 

Cheltenham  . . . 

...  J.  H.  Garrett 

• • • 

F.  R.  JefEord 

Cirencester 

* • . 

...  H.  F.  W.  Adams 

• • • 

Wentworth  Jones 

Coleford 

• • • 

...  See  Awre 

• • • 

H.  Vaughan 

Kingswood 

. • . 

...  C.  J.  Perrott 

• • • 

H.  Glynn  Warne 

Mangotsfield  ... 

. • . 

...  T.  Aubrey 

• • • 

R.  W.  Musk 

Nailsworth 

, . . 

...  R.  Green 

• • « 

T.  Wood 

Newnham 

. . • 

...  See  Awre 

• • • 

See  Awre 

Stow-on-the-  Wold 

• • 

...  L.  R.  King 

• • • 

P.  W.  Alcock 

Stroud 

...  See  Nailsworth  ... 

• • • 

W.  A.  Hudson 

Tetbury 

. • • 

...  See  Cirencester  ... 

« • • 

G.  Hearsey 

Tewkesbury  ... 

... 

...  M.  Elder 

• • • 

W.  Ridler 

Westbury-on-Severn 

...  See  Awre 

• • • 

See  Awre 

Rural. 

Campden 

• • » 

...  W.  C.  C.  Easton  (acting) 

C.  J.  Gander 

Cheltenham  ... 

• • • 

...  F.  J.  Lidderdale 

• • • 

E.  W.  Moore 

Chipping  Sodbury 

* • • 

...  T.  Rhind 

...< 

f W.  H.  Williams 
IH.  S.  Hale 

Cirencester 

• • • 

...  See  Cirencester  U. 

• • • 

E.  J.  Matthews 

Dursley 

• • • 

...  Ditto 

• • • 

W.  Webb 

East  Dean  and  United  Parishes  See  Awre  U. 

• • • 

A.  W.  Collinson 

Faringdon  (part  of) 

• • • 

...  W.  Sisam 

• • • 

C.  C.  Sampson 

Gloucester 

• • • 

...  See  Awre  U. 

• • • 

0.  M.  Hale 

Lydney 

• • • 

. . . Ditto 

• • • 

G.  J.  Elliott 

Marston  Sicca 

• • • 

...  L.  L.  Fyfe 

• • • 

G.  E.  Boshier 

Newent  (part  of) 

» • • 

...  W.  M.  Lucas  Johnstone 

W.  Francis 

Northleach 

• • 

...  See  Cirencester  U. 

• • • 

S.  A.  Green 

Pebworth 

Stow -on-the- Wold  (part  of) 
Stroud 

Tetbury  (part  of) 
Tewkesbury  (part  of) 

Thornbury 

Warmley 
West  Dean 
Wheatenhurst 
Winchcombe  (part  of) 


P.  R.  Tingley  (acting)  .. 
R.  E.  B.  Yelf  

See  Nailsworth  U. 

See  Cirencester  U. 

See  Tewkesbury  U. 

See  Chipping  Sodbury  R 

T.  Aubrey 
P.  Buchanan 
See  Nailsworth  U. 

G.  R.  Cox  


/ R.  J.  Atkinson 
\ H.  Tabberer 

A.  E.  Clifford 

J'H.  Barrett 
\D.  E.  Whittaker 

See  Tetbury  U. 
E.  F.  Brading 

/F.  W.  Davies 
' \ J.  S.  Ackerman 

See  Mangotsfield 
P.  Phipps 
A.  J.  Mugliston 
H.  Brown 


1928. 


DISTRICTS. 

Estimated 

Population 

BIRTHS 

Legiti- 

mate. 

Illegiti 

mate. 

Total. 

URBAN : 

A\vi>e 

1,215 

u 

- 

11 

Charlton  Kings  ... 

4,569 

64 

3 

67 

Cheltenham 

50,630 

609 

45 

654 

Cirencester 

7,314 

75 

4 

79 

Coleford  ... 

2,744 

50 

1 

51 

Kingswood 

13,800 

207 

8 

215 

Mango  tsfield 

11,120 

128 

6 

134 

Nailsworth  

3,393 

44 

- 

44 

Newnham 

1,192 

16 

1 

17 

Stow-on-the-Wold 

1,179 

26 

3 

29 

Stroud 

8,049 

94 

9 

103 

Tetbury  ... 

2,228 

47 

47 

Tewkesbury 

4,621 

79 

3 

82 

Westbury-on -Severn 

1,886 

25 

- 

25 

Total  Urban  Districts  ... 

113,940 

1,475 

83 

1,558 

RURAL : 

Campden  ... 

5,365 

74 

5 

79 

Cheltenham 

5,883 

74 

1 

75 

Chipping  Sodbury 

23,880 

330 

13 

343 

Cirencester 

12,100 

202 

6 

208 

Dursley 

12,760 

168 

5 

173 

East  Dean 

20,790 

344 

23 

367 

Faringdon 

1,068 

16 

1 

17 

Gloucester 

14,500 

180 

11 

191 

Lydney*  ... 

11,120* 

155 

6 

161 

Marston  Sicca 

1,701 

20 

1 

21 

Newent 

0,448 

96 

7 

103 

Northleach 

7,292 

134 

4 

138 

Pebworth...  ...  ...  ... 

3,340 

46 

- 

46 

Stow-on-the-Wold  

5,900 

87 

4 

91 

Stroud  ...  ...  

28,270 

371 

8 

379 

Tetbury  ...  

2,881 

42 

1 

43 

Tewkesbury  

4,500 

68 

3 

71 

Thornbury 

18,980 

295 

14 

309 

Warmley  ... 

8,993 

145 

3 

148 

West  Dean 

15,080 

259 

14 

273 

Wheatenhurst 

6,234 

105 

7 

112 

Winchcombe 

8,575 

120 

4 

124 

Total  Rural  Districts*  ... 

225,660 

3,331 

141 

3,472 

Administrative  County* 

339,600 

4,806 

224 

5,030 

% Illegit- 
imate. 


Birth 

Rate. 


4.5 

6.9 

5.0 

2.0 

3.7 
4.5 

5.9 
10.3 

8.7 

3.7 


5.3 

6.3 

1.3 

3.8 

2.9 

2.9 

6.3 

5.9 
5.8 

3.7 

4.8 

6.8 

2.9 

4.4 
2.1 
2.3 
4.2 
4.6 
2.0 


4.1 


4.5 


9.0 

14.7 
12.9 

10.8 

18.6 

15.6 
12.0 

13.0 

14.3 

24.6 

12.8 

21.1 

17.7 

13.3 


13.7 

14.7 

12.7 

14.4 

17.2 

13.6 

17.7 

16.9 

13.2 

14.5 

12.3 
16.0 

18.9 

13.8 

15.4 

13.4 

14.9 
15.8 
16.3 

16.5 
18.1 
18.0 

14.5 


15.4 


14.8 


Total. 


No „ 


9 

63 

711 

91 

36 

133 

96 

31 

13 

15 

116 

35 

61 

26 


1,436 

65 

75 

272 

163 

134 

253 

15 

167 

108* 

18 

70 

95 

36 

77 

379 

31 

65 

227 

103 

169 

92 

100 


2,700*  12.0 


Rate. 


7.4 

13.8 

14.0 

12.4 

13.1 

9.6 

8.6 

9.1 

10.9 

12.7 

14.4 

15.7 
13.2 

13.8 


12.6 

12.1 

12.7 

11.4 

13.5 

10.5 

12.2 

14.0 

10.8 
10.8 

10.6 
10.9 

13.0 
10.8 

13.1 

13.4 

10.8 

14.4 
12.0 

11.5 

10.5 
14.8 
11.7 


4,136* 


Population  for  Death-rates  : Lydney  R.D.,  10,020;  R.D’s.,  224,660; 


12.2 


DEATHS. 


Legiti- 

mate. 


2 

45 

5 

1 

18 

7 

1 


88 

5 

4 

11 

5 
7 

22 

1 

9 

7 

2 

4 

2 

3 
20 

4 

4 
12 
12 
19 

5 
3 


161 


249 


Under  one  year. 


Illegiti 

mate. 


15 


Total. 


2 

47 

5 

2 

19 

7 

1 

1 


94 

5 

5 
12 

6 

7 

26 

1 

10 

8 

2 

5 

2 

3 
21 

4 

5 
14 
12 
19 

5 
4 


176 


21 


270 


Infantile 

Mortality. 


30 

72 

63 

39 

88 

52 

23 
59 

58 

43 

24 


60 

63 

67 

35 

29 

29 

71 

59 

52 

50 

19 

36 

43 

33 

55 

93 

70 

45 

81 

70 

45 

32 


61 


54 


County,  338,500. 


TABLE  II. 


00 

55 

. • 

Small  Pox 

Diphtheria 

Eryslpel 

as  Scarlet 

Fever 

| Bn 

DISTRICT 

Estimate 

Populatio 

(for  Death  E 

Cases 

1 

Hospital 

Death  8 

Cases 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Hospital  ! 

Deaths 

Cases 

URBAN— 

Awre  

1,215 

i 

7 

4 

Charlton  Kings 

4,569 

2 

... 

6 

Cheltenham 

50,630 

44 

40 

i 

12 

116 

103 

4 

Cirencester 

7,314 

2 

2 

3 

3 

2 

Coleford  

2,744 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

Kingswood 

13,800 

4 

4 

6 

4 

i 

3 

74 

17 

Mangotsfield 

11,120 

2 

2 

11 

11 

i 

1 

48 

36 

i 

Nailsworth 

3,393 

3 

3 

2 

i 

6 

5 

Newnham  

1,192 

2 

1 

Stow-on-the-Wold 

1,179 

... 

1 

Stroud 

8,049 

8 

7 

i 

5 

12 

6 

Tetbury 

2,228 

Tewkesbury 

4,621 

... 

20 

19 

1 

Westbury  ... 

1,886 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

113,940 

6 

6 

79 

69 

4 

24 

i 

304 

195 

i 

8 

RURAL— 

Campden 

5,365 

6 

1 

6 

6 

Cheltenham 

5,883 

3 

3 

1 

9 

9 

1 

Chipping  Sodbury 

23,880 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

6 

81 

12 

Cirencester 

12,100 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

Dursley 

12,760 

... 

... 

4 

4 

2 

1 

East  Dean 

20,790 

3 

3 

19 

14 

2 

4 

25 

18 

3 

Faringdon  (part  of) 

1,068 

Gloucester  ... 

14,500 

5 

5 

3 

i 

34 

17 

2 

Lydney 

10,020 

5 

2 

2 

7 

3 

i 

3 

Marston  Sicca 

1,701 

Newent  (part  of) 

6,448 

1 

23 

21 

1 

Northleaoh 

7,292 

4 

4 

1 

8 

5 

Pebworth 

3,340 

5 

4 

Stow-on-the-WoId(part  of) 

5,900 

3 

4 

Stroud 

28,270 

... 

16 

18 

2 

5 

36 

15 

2 

Tetbury  (part  of) 

2,881 

1 

3 

6 

1 

5 

Tewkesbury  (part  of) 

4,500 

1 

14 

13 

3 

Thombury  ... 

18,980 

21 

16 

4 

5 

25 

1 

Warmley  

8,993 

6 

6 

3 

24 

13 

West  Dean 

15,080 

3 

4 

27 

Wheatenhurst 

6,234 

19 

19 

3 

Winchcombe  (part  of)  ... 

8,575 

6 

4 

25 

17 

1 

Total 

224,560 

4 

4 

...  1 

23 

96 

10 

47 

i 

69  1 

55 

3 

26  1 

Administrative  County  ... 

538,500 

10 

10 

...  2 

02  1 

65 

14 

71 

2 C 

73  3 

50 

4 

34  2 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough... 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza  ... 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro  spinal  Fever 
Phthisis 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Rheumatic  Fever... 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Bronchitis,.. 

Broncho-pneumonia 
Pneumonia  (all  other  forms) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 
Diarrluea  and  Enteritis  ... 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Alcoholism... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

Puerperal  Fever  

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Parturition 


Congenital  Debility,  and  Malformation  and 
Premature  Birth 

Violent  Deaths  (excluding  suicides) 


Suioidcs 

Other  defined  Disoases  ... 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Total  ... 


Winchcombe  (part  of) 


HOUSING.  TABLE  IV. 

(Figures  in  braokets  are  numbers  of  houses  erected  under  Schemes.) 


No.  of 

HOUSES  ERECTED. 

houses 

proposed 

1928 

Total 

Under 

Private- 

< 

n Schemes 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

Schemes 

ly 

URBAN : 

Awre  

26 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

~ 

5 

Charlton  Kings 

40 

— 

16  (14) 

10 

9 

11 

8 

34  (20) 

8 

46 

142 

34 

108 

Cheltenham 

520 

2 

2 

97  (92) 

82  (64) 

17 

64  (40) 

80  (44) 

132  (94) 

112  (78) 

145  (113) 

733 

525 

208 

Cirenoester 

48 

— 

5 

20  (16) 

38  (36) 

14 

32 

13 

11 

10 

8 ; 

151 

52 

99 

Ooleford 

100 

— 

— 

40  (40) 

— 

2 

2 

1 

12  (12) 

15  (14) 

10  (4) 

82 

70 

12 

Kingswood 

200 

i 

4 (4) 

2 

3 

— 

23  (12) 

54  (25) 

73  (16) 

101  (41) 

42 

303 

98 

205 

Mangotsfield 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

115  (24) 

* 

115 

24 

91 

Nailaworth 

60 

— 

2 

22  (22) 

2 (2) 

7 

7 

6 

7 

11 

12 

75 

24 

61 

Newnham 

25 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Stow-on-the- W old 

25 

— 

— 

25  (25) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

# 

25 

25 

— 

Stroud  

125 

— 

— 

17  (16) 

52  (50) 

6 

17 

9 

26  (18) 

24  (16) 

10  (4) 

161 

104 

57 

Tetbury 

30 

— 

— 

12  (12) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

14  (12) 

— 

30 

24 

6 

Tewkesbury 

122 

— 

— 

12  (12) 

— 

— 

— 

13  (12) 

6 (4) 

27  (20) 

6 

64 

48 

16 

Westbury-on-Severn 

50 

i 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

— 

3 

12 

— 

12 

Total  U.D. 

1,371 

4 

16  (4) 

265  (249) 

189  (152) 

57 

159  (52) 

184  (81) 

309  (164) 

437  (205) 

282 (121) 

1,901 

1,028 

873 

RURAL : 

Campden 

88 

— 

— 

14  (14) 

2 

3 (2) 

3 

20  (12) 

54  (42) 

61  (46) 

9 

166 

116 

50 

Cheltenham 

80 

2 

10  (10) 

68  (54) 

9 

18 

29 

25 

17 

36 

54 

268 

64 

204 

Chipping  Sod  bury 

471 

10 

22 

123  (88) 

40  (40) 

34 

78 

134 

117  (26) 

207  (90) 

101 

866 

244 

622 

Cirencester 

176 

4 

6 (6) 

65  (68) 

.74  (64) 

18 

14 

63 

60  (8) 

31  (10) 

26  (10) 

341 

156 

185 

Dursley  ... 

212 

i 

15  (15) 

75  (62) 

89  (87) 

9 

6 

9 

17 

139  (84) 

121  (88) 

481 

336 

145 

East  Dean 

305 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

33  (10) 

32 

26 

33  (12) 

35 

178 

22 

156 

Faringdon 

- 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

9 

— 

9 

Gloucester 

270 

— 

19  (19 

38  (34 

36  (18 

28 

28 

99 

108  (8) 

65 

120 

541 

79 

462 

Lydney  

106 

26 

2 (2 

8 (2 

34  (26 

20  (10 

35  (20 

55  (20 

39 

74  (50 

38  (5) 

331 

135 

196 

Marston  Sicoa  . . . 

15 

— 

2 

— 

6 

8 

3 

5 

3 

10 

11 

48 

— 

48 

Newent 

75 

— 

3 

— 

— 

7 

5 

3 

10 

11 

11 

50 

50 

Northleach 

86 

— 

— 

12  (10 

1 

4 

7 

1 

7 

11 

3 

46 

10 

36 

Pebwortb 

36 

— 

26  (26 

) 8 

4 

9 

4 

24  (20 

11 

9 

12  (8 

107 

54 

53 

Stow-on-the-Wold 

71 

— 

12 

16  (16 

39  (31 

) 4 

12 

4 

7 (2 

8 

12 

114 

49 

65 

Stroud  ... 

217 

2 

— 

66  (60 

) 45  (22 

) 95 

78 

53 

37 

37 

* 

413 

72 

341 

Tetbury 

26 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

4 

3 

20 

— 

20 

Tewkesbury 

88 

2 

10  (1C 

) 28  (22 

) 12  (10 

) 6 

2 

5 

15  (1 

13  (8) 

9 (4 

102 

65 

47 

Thombury 

297 

— 

6 (( 

!)  41  (33 

) 44  (24 

) 31 

26 

63  (8) 

94  (44 

149  (88 

74  (50 

528 

253 

275 

Warmley... 

343 

— 

10 

54  (38 

) 22 

6 

59  (10 

94  (24 

118  (18 

72  (52 

* 

434 

142 

292 

West  Dean 

400 

1 

4 

80  (74 

) 157  (148 

) - 

9 

18 

19 

17 

* 

305 

222 

83 

Wheatenhurst  . . . 

21 

1 

— 

21  (21 

) 15  (16 

) 1 

11 

9 

16 

2 

9 

85 

36 

49 

Winchcombe 

117 

— 

3 

52  (4C 

) 5 

14 

7 

9 

19 

10 

11 

130 

40 

90 

Total  R.D. 

3,500 

49 

157  (9 

4)  771  (611 

,)  636  (48E 

) 335  (12 

) 449  (40 

) 717  (84 

788  (149 

999 (440 

651  (165 

6,563 

2,085 

3,478 

COUNTY 

4,871 

53 

172 

1,036 

825 

392 

608 

901 

1097 

1436 

944 

7,464 

— 

— 

_ 



98 

865 

637 

12 

92 

165 

313 

645 

286 

3,113 

— 

Private  ... 

53 

74 

171 

188 

380 

516 

736 

784 

791 

658 

4,351 

Figures  not  yet  available, 


TABLE  V— ; 


SCHEME  FOR  THE  EXTENSION  OF  MEDIOAl  «PPvrCPQ 


4,906 


No.  of  Casks. 

School  Children 
Tuberculosis  ... 

M.  A C.  W. 

Others 

General  Hospitals 
Out-Stations  ... 

Total 

No.  of  Attendances 
School  Children 
Tuberculosis  ... 

M.  A C.  W.  ... 

Others 

General  Hospitals 
Out-Stations  ... 

Totals 

Average  Attendance 
per  Routine  Opening 
at  Out- Stations 

Specialist  Services 
Visits  ... 

Cases  seen 
Operations 

Cost. 

Specialists : — 

Operations  . . . 
Examinations 

Medical  Officers 
Other  items  ... 


Orthopaedic 
Total  Cost 


Total  Cost  in  shillings 
(less  orthopaedic)  per 
attendance 

Cost  of  Medical  Officer 
per  attendance  at 
Out  Stations 
Special  Service  per 
attendance 


14,379 


£1,728  2 0 


33.7 

8.3 

38.4 


£2,392  2 11 


£ 

s. 

d. 

997 

7 

0 

723 

9 

0 

1,051 

9 10 

£2,772 

5 

10 

69 

19 

3 

£2,842 

5 

1 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1,173 

4 

G 

702 

3 

0 

1,068 

14 

5i 

£2,944 

1 111 

298 

14 

2 

£3,242 

16 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1,430 

8 

6 

720 

16 

6 

1,144 

3 

5 

£3,295 

8 

5 

657 

12 

1 

£3,953 

0 

6 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1,770 

19 

0 

895 

13 

0 

1,393 

10 

0 

£4,060 

2 

0 

1,130 

2 

8 

£5,190 

4 

8 

15.5 

4.3 

12.0 


10.4 

2.86 

n.i 


7.95 

2.13 

9.5 


8.0 

2.02 

8.7 


6.1 

1.45 

8.4 


£ s.  d. 

0 

6 

- 2,022  19  6 
837  17  0 
1,648  9 3 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

1,005  15  0 

1,425  14  6 

2,431  9 6 

1,006  0 0 
1,998  17  8 

£4,509  5 9 

5,436  7 2 

1,620  1 6 

1,612  17  1 

£6,129  7 3 

7,049  4 3 

7.9 

7.5 

1.65 

1.56 

7.4 

7.6 

TABLE  V.— SCHEME  FOR  THE  EXTENSION  OF  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 


No.  of  Out  Stations, 

Openings. 

Regular 

Intermediate 

Total  No 

No.  of  Cases. 

School  Children 

Tuberculosis 

M.  A C.  YV. 

Others 

General  Hospitals  .. 
Out-Stations 

Total 

No.  of  Attendances 
School  Children 

Tuberculosis 

M.  & C.  YY 

Others 

General  Hospitals 
Out-Stations  ... 

Totals 

Average  Attendance 
per  Routine  Opening 
at  Out-Stations 

Specialist  Services 

Visits 

Cases  seen 
Operations 

Cost. 

Specialists  : — 

Operations  ... 
Examinations 

Medical  Officers 
Other  items  ... 


Orthopaedic 
Total  Cost 


Total  Cost  in  shillings 
(less  orthopaedic)  pei 
attendance 

Cost  of  Medical  Officer 
per  attendance  at 
Out  Stations 
Specialist  Service  per 
attendance 


£ s.  d. 
88  4 0 
344  19  6 


°eriod  to 
cember . 1921. 

Year  ending 

31  st  December,  1922. 

Year  ending 

31sf  December,  1923. 

Year  ending 

31sf  December,  1924. 

Year  ending 

31  st  December,  1925. 

8 

8 

8 

9 

10 

225 

407 

407 

420 

442 

— 

— 

280 

289 

225 

407 

407 

700 

731 

272 

942 

1,566 

1,954 

44 

117 

111 

181 

39 

92 

177 

299 

5 

17 

24 

25 

41 

74 

169 

487 

319 

1,094 

1,709 

1,972 

2,140 

360 

1,168 

1,878 

2,459 

2,824 

758 

2,282 

4,239 

5,326 

5,443 

1 /3 

471 

548 

980 

1,684 

71 

245 

438 

994 

1 128 

24 

86 

120 

105 

115 

175 

328 

816 

911 

2,909 

5,017 

6,589 

7,120 

1,026 

3.084 

5,345 

7,405 

8 255 

4.0 

7.1 

12.3 

15.7 

16.1 

12 

45 

63 

80 

179 

705 

1,091 

1,485 

1,855 

56 

159 

312 

412 

556 

£ s.  d 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

£ s.  d,  £ s.  d. 

250  8 6 

391  19  0 

463  10  0 

624  5 0 

424  12  0 

605  8 0 

709  14  6 

378  0 0 

625  16  0 

723  9 0 

702  3 0 

1,430  8 6 

1,091  6 5 

1,051  9 10 

1,068  14  5i 

1,144  3 5 

£2,772  5 10 

£2,044  1 lli 

£3,295  8 5 

69  19  3 

298  14  2 

657  12  1 

£1,728  2 0 

£2,392  2 11 

£2,842  5 1 

£3,242  16  H 

£3,953  0 6 

33.7 

15.5 

10.4 

7.95 

8.0 

8.3 

4.3 

2.86 

2.13 

2.02 

38.4 

12.0 

11.1 

9.5 



8.7 

Year  ending 
31a  i December,  1926. 


11 


533 

603 


3,161 

181 

488 


705 

3,125 


10,768 

1,075 

1,474 


1,008 

12,309 


23.1 


131 

2,470 

651 


£ s.  d. 
732  7 6 

1,038  11  6 


1,136 


3,830 


13,317 


1,770  19 
895  13 
1,393  10 


Year  ending 
31s£  December , 1927. 


12 


571 

501 


1,072 


s.  d. 


£4,060  2 0 
1,130  2 8 

£5,190  4 8 


3,394 

221 

647 


830 

3432 


8,618 

1,075 

1,767 


1,293 

10,167 


17.8 


163 

3,142 

768 


£ s.  d. 
864  0 0 
1,158  19  6 


4,262 


11,460 


£ 

* 

s. 

d. 

■ 2,022 

19 

6 

837 

17 

0 

1,648 

9 

3 

£4,509 

5 

9 

1,620 

1 

6 

£6,129 

7 

3 

7.9 


Year  ending 
31s£  December,  1928. 


12 


559 

658 


3,871 

319 

716 


751 

4,155 


10,368 

1,433 

2,578 


1,515 

12,864 


190 

3,781 

894 


s.  d. 


1,217 


4,906 


14,379 


1,005  15  0 
1,425  14  6 


2,431  9 

1,006  0 
1,998  17 


5,436  7 2 
1,612  17  1 

7,049  4 3 


7.5 


Year  ending 
31si  December , 1929. 


575 

811 


4,173 

295 

645 


751 

4,362 


12,545 

1,143 

2,169 


1,683 

14,174 


24.6 


211 

3,953 

947 


1,386 


15,857 


£ s.  d. 
1,065  7 6 

1,397  9 6 


£ 

s. 

d. 

2,462 

17 

0 

000 

5 

0 

2,246 

4 

8 

5,669 

6 

8 

2,056 

19 

9 

7,726 

6 

5 

7.2 


Year  ending 
31  st  December,  1930. 


677 

865 


4,491 

288 

795 


812 

4,762 


14,618 

892 

3,165 


2,576 

16,099 


23.8 


235 

4,791 

970 


1,542 


18,675 


£ s;  d. 
1,088  2 6 
1,705  1C  0 


793  18  6 
,013  4 0 
358  5 1 


6,: 

2,i 

8,517  8 7 


>,165  7 
5,542  1 


